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Eh el European Funding Programmes

Local and regional governments in
Europe are the models to follow when it
comes to climate protection. This was
made clear with the climate change
resolution adopted at the plenary
session of the European Parliament in
Strasbourg on 23 October 2013.
The plenary session provided the
occasion for Members of European
Parliament to discuss the 19th United
Nations Framework Conventio n on
Climate Change . With this in mind, a
resolution was adophe
success of the Coven ant of Mayors,
which currently consists of nearly 5 .000
local authorities, to exceed the targets
set by the European Union regarding
energy and climate change from now
unt i/ 2020. ( €) T h e
involvement of  Jocal European
authorities should serv e as a model of
how to implement ambitious energy and
climate policies on the International
scale. OYet, this resolution underlines
the crucial role played by city networks

as agents of Europeanisation at national
and local levels. Transnational
networking here becomes an important
tool for policy learning, with local
government using networks to access
examples of innovation which can be
applied at home. This can contribute to
our understanding of the EU as a
6net worked6 and 6.Muwé,
tran snational networks are now held in
high regard by European institutions as
they are seen to be more responsive to
set EU goals and policy.

Call for Proposals - Deadlines

1. European Capital of Innovation

The European Commission has recently started the search
for the first European C apital of Innovation, or iCapital. The
prize will reward the city which is building the best

Oi nnovation ecosystemé, conr
organisations, academia, and business. Given that 68% of

the EU population now lives in urban areas, it is thes e areas
that will contribute the most to making Europe more
innovative. Cities foster innovation in their own provision of
services, but the key is to create the right environment for
others to innovate and to allow the public and private
spheres to connec t. An independent panel of experts will
select t he winner in spring 2014, with the city chosen
recei vi n0go téwarlsGealing up its efforts.
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initiatives and

Cities will be judged both on

achievemnts until now, as well as their future ideas
to enhance innovative capacity. They will have to
demonstrate  that they are following a

comprehensive strategy that is:

U /nnovative - in terms of concepts, processes

and tools.
O /nspiring 0 with the aim of attra cting talent,
funding, investment and citizens'

involvement and engagement.

U /ntegrated O demonstrating links with the
goals of the Europe 2020 strategy, namely
smart, sustainable and inclusive growth

across Europe.

U Interactive - building a community for
innovation within the city and with other
cities.

The contest is open to cities in any EU Member State

or country associated to the EU's research

framework programme. The award is for cities with
over 100 .000 inhabitants and for initiatives that
have been running since at least 1 January 2010. In
countries where there is no city with more than

100.000 inhabitants, the largest city is eligible to

apply. For the purpose of this Award, a "city" is

understood to be an urban
metropolitan areas, | arger zones and
conurbations, and is understood as an

area,
urban

excluding

administrative unit governed by a city council or
another form of democratically elected body.

With the European Capital of Innovation Award the
Commission wants to

achievement of a city in

acknowledge an outstanding

building up an innovation
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ecosystem, thus providing recognition for those cities
which are making major  efforts to promote innovation
and i mproving the quality o
winning cit y will contribute developing a broad - based
innovative culture in Europe, based ona broad approach
to  innovation, i.e. involving technological and
nontechnological innovation, design, social and public
administration innovation to support the smart,
sustainable and inclusive development of the European
Union and the objectives of the Innovation Union
initiative .

Innovation is central to economic growth and business
competitiveness, and is at the heart of the Europe 2020
strategy. The European Union has s et itself the goal of
becoming an &1 nno¥eugh dsnresdarh ¢
and innovation and regional policies, the EU has been
promoting smart and sustainable urban development.

The next EU

Horizon 2020, will run from 2

research and innovation programme,

014 to 2020. It will
concentrate more than ever on funding the whole
'innovation chain', from scientific breakthrough to close -
to- market development. Future EU regional funding will
also focus more on research and innovation, for instance

building research infrastructure.

Deadline : 3 December
Additional Information

iCapital

E- mail: rtd - i- capital @ec.europa .eu

Web:  www.ec.europa.eu/icapital &  http://lec.euro -
pa.eu/resear ch/innovation - union/index_en.cfm?section=
ica pital
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2. European Programme PROGRESS 2007 -
2013: For Social Policy Experimentations
supporting Social Investments

PROGRESS is the EU empgoyment and social solidarity
programme, set up for the period 2007 - 2013 to
provide financial support for the attainment of the
Eur opean dhjectives thsemployment, social
affairs and equal opportunities and of the Europe
2020 Strategy. This new stra tegy, which has a strong
social dimension, aims at turning the EU into a smart,
sustainable and inclusive economy delivering high
levels of productivity and social
cohesion. The European Union needs coherent and
complementary different policy
strands, methods and instruments, including the

PROGRESS programme, to support the Member States

employment,

contributions from

in delivering on dalse. Eur op:«
The PROGRESS mission is to strengthen the EU's
contribution in  support of Member States'

commitment s and efforts to create more and better
jobs and to build a more cohesive society. To this
effect, PROGRESS is instrumental in:

U Providing analysis and policy advice on
PROGRESS policy areas.

U  Monitoring and reporting on the
implementation of EU legislation and policies
in PROGRESS policy areas.

U Promoting policy transfer,
support among Member
objectives and priorities.

U Relaying the views of the stakeholders and
society at large.

Social innovations give new or/and better answers to
efficient and
sustainable than present solutions. These solutions

learning and
States on EU

social problems that are often more

(products, services or new  process) bring more than

just jobs, growth and competitiveness

- they cont ri-
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bute with something to the society as a whole. Social

innovation is about developing solutions to tackle
social demands (e.g. eldercare, child care, job
opportunities and training) and societal challenges

(e.g. ageing society,
exclusion). Social innovations

climate change, poverty and
are not only answers to
specific necessities, but they also aim towards the
people, especially thos e who are
involvement in the

empowering of
deprived, through their active
innovative process. Social innovations are also about
creating and improving social relations and models of
governance by developing new forms of organization
and interactions between public secto r, civil society
organizations, citizens to
respond to social issues.

The present call focuses on the methodological aspects

of the different phases of social policy innovations,

policy reforms or policy adaptations. Consequently,

private enterprises and

particular attention  should be given to the evaluation
and dissemination. This approach is consistent with

the emphasis on good governance of the European
Union, the increased need to ensure quality of public
spending while responding to citizens' needs and

by the principle - from
both a social and budgetary perspective - that the
impact, adequacy and effectiveness of social reforms
should be tested before their generalisation

The social policy experimentation project has to be
submitted by a consortium of stakeholders involved in

the process of social policy innovation. The lead
applicant must be a public authority at central,
regional or local level, or bodies governed by public

law The role of the lead applicant consists no t only in
holding the consortium's legal responsibility but also

in getting actively committed into the project.

expectations. This is reflected
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The evaluation committee will assess the project
proposals according to the criteria listed below:
U Relevance of the policy intervention

U Design of the social policy experimentation
strategic

capacity of the consortium partners

U The operational, and financial

0 The quality of the communication and
dissemination plan

U The quality of the set

U Adequacy of
resources to the planned activities

U Overall quality, clarity and completeness of
the budget .

-up.

the human and financial

DEVELOPMENT PLANNING OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The maximum rating for each criterion is in

dicated in

parentheses.

The maximum

total

points that a

proposal may obtain is 100. Proposals that do not
receive 70 points will  not be considered for funding.
Proposals that do not receive at least 50% of the
maximum score under each of the three areas be
will not be considered for funding.

The overall indicative amount made available for this

low

call is 3.500.000 A.

T h e reqgestadnrhust be

700.000 A mi ni mum.00G®M@O0 Al ma X
1.000.000A wi | I be allocated
youth opportunities measures in relation to the

objectives of this call. If
applications dedicated to this
the
Commission reserves the

sufficient by

Evaluation

the quality of the
theme is not judged

the

right to reallocate this

Committee,

budget to the applications addressing other themes.
The European Union financial aid granted will not
exceed 80% of the total eligible costs of the action.
The consortium members must guarantee the co

financing in cash of the  remaining 20%.

12/2013

Contributions in kind are not accepted as co - financing.
The projects should start after signature of grant
agreements, expected within six months of the date of

ation of the project may
nor exceed 36 months.

submission. The planned dur
not be less than 24 months
The social policy experimentation project has to be
submitted by a consortium of stakeholders involved in
the process of social policy innovation. The lead
applicant must be a public authority at central,
regional or local level, or bodies governed by public
law. The role of the lead applicant consists not only in
holding the consortium's legal
in getting actively committed into the project.

responsibility but also
The lead
applicant has to involve in the consortium at least one
co- applicant. Co - applicants must be public authorities
at central, regional or local level, or bodies governed

by public law, and/or civil society organisations,
and/or  private
structures  is

sector  organisations.
academic strongly
Broadening cooperation between the public
private sector and the third sector could ease the way
to innovation in reorienting social policies. Lead
applicant and co - applicants be properly
constitu ted and registered legal persons, established in
one of the PROGRESS participating countries.

Applicants are invited to fill in the application form

Including
encouraged.
sector, the

must

online, on the SWIM secure website.  Annexes, which
are compulsory,
onli ne. Before starting, please read carefully the "User's
guide" that can be found at the top of the page ("Help
on SWIM").

Deadline : 16 December

Additional Information

Web: http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catld=

327&langld=en&furtherCalls=yes&callType=2

must also be filled in and uploaded
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3. Europe for Citizens, 2014 - 2020:
Structural support for European public
policy research organisati ons (think tanks)
and for civil society organisations at
European level

The aim of the present call is to select organisations
with  European outreach which, through their
permanent, usual and regular activities, make a
tangible contribution to the objecti ves of th
for Citizensd Thercallgfora propesals
concerns structural support, referred to as operating

Organisations implementing activities

grants, to bodies pursuing an aim of general Union concerning other defining moments and

interest, to raise awareness on European reference points in recent European

remembrance (strand 1) or to encourage demo  cratic history.

and civic participation (strand 2). It is intended to co - Organisations focusing on the common
finance the operating expenses that enable a body to values of the EU: raising citizens'
have an independent existence and to implement a awareness on the importance of
range of activities envisaged in its annual work maintaining and promoting de  mocratic
programme. These activities should corres pond to values in Europe ie. through the
the pursuit of the organisation's statutory objectives memory of European personalities such
and must contribute to the development and as the founding fathers of the European
implementation of one or several of the objectives project or others who have made a
pursued by the programme. significant contribution to later stages of
To be eligible for a framework - partnership, the European construction.

organisations must belong to one of the following o ) o )
B. Civil society organisations wor  king at European level

categories:
- . L (strand 2):
A. Civil society organisations for European
remembrance (strand 1): Umbrella organisations, networks and

— . other CSOs aiming to encourage
Organisations carrying activities

reflecting on causes of totalitarian
regimes in Europe's modern history

democratic and civic participation of
citizens at Union level, by developing
citizens' understanding of the Union
policy making - process and promoting
op portunities for civic engagement at
Union level.

(specially but not exclusively Nazism
that | ed to the Holocaust, Fascism,
Stalinism and totalitarian communist
regimes) and commemorating the
victims of their crimes. C. European public policy research organisations (think
tanks) (strand 1 and 2):

These organisations provide a link
between research and policy - making at
European level. They help to find
solutions to probl ems and facilitate
interaction between scientists,
intellectuals and decision - makers. The
call targets think tanks that essentially
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focus on the objectives and priorities
of the Europe for Citizens programme,
performing activitie s that go beyond
mere research and are not aimed
exclusively at specialist groups. Both
strands are concerned.

D. Platforms of pan - European organisations (strand

2):

1 The specificity of such platforms is that their

members are themselves umbrella

organisati ons (platforms) on a European level.
These pan - European platforms represent a
very large number of European citizens and

cover a wide range of policy domains.

To be eligible for an operating grant, organisations
pursuing an aim of general European interest must:
a) Be a non - profit organisation.

b) Play an active role in the field of
(European

European citizenship

remembrance and democratic
engagement and civic participation) as
defined in their articles of association or
mission statement and correspond to one
of the categories mentioned above

¢) Have been established legally and have
had a legal personality for at least four
years (on the date of submission of their
application) in an eligible country.
d) Perform their a ctivities

countries.

in eligible

|
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e) To have the following geographical coverage:

1 Civil society organisations at European level
(Category B) and Civil society organisations for
European remembrance (Category A) must have
members or activit ies in at least 12 eligible

countries .

1 Platforms of pan - European organisations (D)
must have at least 20 umbrella member
organisations, who must each have members in
at least 15 Member States, and which, taken as
a whole, cover the 28 Member States

i European public policy research organisations
(think tanks) do not need to have any specific
geographical coverage in order to be eligible.

Private individuals and public bodies are not eligible to
apply within this call for proposals.

The Framework Partnershi p has a duration of 4 years.
For its specific annual grants, the period of eligibility
must correspond to the applicants' budget year, as
evidenced by the organisation's certified accounts. The
total budget available for Framework Partnerships of
four year s (2014 - 2017) will be of 27.04 million euro.
Approximately one third will be dedicated to European
public policy research organisations (think tanks). The
total budget available for specific annual grants to be
concluded for 2014 will be of 6.76 million eu ro for
2014. The European Commission intends to finance
around 34 organisations under this call.

Deadline : 20 December

Additional Information :

Website: http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/news -
events/news/06112013_callforproposals_en.htm
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Business & Development
Planning

L ©

Strategic Planning and Place Marketing

n a globalized world whe
each other, the image of the city plays a crucial role

to attract tourists and investors and to make
citizens stay with satisfaction and avoid their
moving away. In order to deal this competition,
which puts under pressure not only enterprises but
also territorial areas, they use different tools,
strategic plan adoption, place marketing strategies

and city branding actions, as well as event hosting.
Where all these elements are well managed and
governed, the p otentials to obtain good results are
definitely higher.

Strategic planning has substituted the traditional
government approach with governance, an
instrument to improve competitiveness by building

a shared perspective among the local stakeholders

on econo mic and social levels. Strategic plans,
characterized by medium and long term visions
and grounded on a voluntary basis, have taken
various forms according to the different situations
where they were produced.

When it was first adopted - San Francisco was one
of the very first American cities to carry it on
between 1982 -1984 - strategic planning belonged
almost exclusively to big metropolitan areas facing

a need for international repositioning and
improving performances. A couple of decades after,

it has bee n applied in other European cities
(Barcelona, Lille, Bilbao, Lyon) and it has taken into
consideration not only large but also middle size

cities.

DEVELOPMENT PLANNING OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
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Place marketing turn out to be more successful
when it is carried on within the frame work of
strategic  planning; all procedures concern a
multidimensional ~ combination  of
negotiations, decisions and efforts that take place
under the wider umbrella of the strategic planning
process. With the idea of strategic planning comes
along the concept gove rnance, which encompasses
horizontal cooperation, bottom up management
and coordination of all local powers, energies and
actors and goes against the hierarchical, top down

activities,

governing styles and finally an analysis of the

internal and external environmental factors
performed as part of developing the organizational
strategy.

Places can be easily assumed to possess the above
characteristics of identiy, differentiation and
personality and can thus be managed to maximize
equity, value and awareness. However, pl aces are
just too complex to be treated like products. Place
marketing in general, is impossible because places

are not products, governments are not producers

and users are not consumers.

Place marketing should recognize that place
products remain places  with the distinct attributes
that accrue to places, such as spatial scale, spatial
hierarchies, resulting scale shadowing, the inherent

multiplicity and vagueness of goals, product - user

combinations and consumer utilities. All these and
more make places di stinctive form of product
marketing. If these distinctions can be recognized
and incorporated into the process then it becomes
valid and effective form of management: if not, it is
an irrelevant distraction.
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REGIONSFOR
RECYCLING

One main outcome of the R4R project will be an
online waste management tool for local and

regional authorites to input da ta, -calculate
indicators, identify transferable good practices
relevant to their context and to monitor their
progress towards achieving EU targets. A user
manual will provide concise explanations and
support. The project partners will also identify and
describe 39 good practices in a synthesis report.

European
partners

Furthermore, each partner will choose at least one
good practice they will transfer to their territory.

For this, they will develop an implementation plan
explaining how they intend to integrate the
outco mes of R4R into their local or regional
policies.

Efxini Poli works towards greener, more dynamic
and inclusive cities. Cen
the concept of sustainability. The network aims to
propose and implement a comprehensive policy for
sustainable development with a special focus on
enhanced waste management. For example, Efxini
Poli is currently the leading partner of the project
"Low Cost - Zero Waste Municipality " (ZERO WASTE
which aims at developing an integrated zero - waste
management system for municipalities. Efxini Poli
plans on sharing the results of its ZERO WASTE
project with the other R4R partners. As the network

is managed by mayors who have direct influence on
regional/ local waste management and
environmental policies, the results of R4R will find
immediate application in the Efxini Poli member
territories.

Additional Information:

EGTC Efxini Poli

Network of European Cities for Sustainable
Development

Email: epolis@efxini.gr , Website: www.efxini.gr



http://www.regions4recycling.eu/home
http://www.med-zerowaste.eu/zerowaste.html
mailto:epolis@efxini.gr
http://www.efxini.gr/
https://portal.cor.europa.eu/egtc/
http://www.regions4recycling.eu/partners
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EU funded Projects of Greek
Local Authorities

1. Municipality of Trikala :
INDEPENDENT Coordinated E - Care
(CIP, 2007 - 2013)

When it comes to sup porting older people living in
t he todayo6s re
fragmentation of service provision resulting in

community,

disjointed and patchy care and support. The quest
for more integrated care is anything but new. Only
recently, however, policy and practice are beginning
to fully recognise that fragmentation of care can
threaten its quality and cost effectiveness. In
particular, the potential of ICT - enabled support such
as telecare and telehealth could be exploited in a
more effective way if the y were not, as today,
embedded in healthcare and social care services
del i ver ed i mgainst s this obac&ground,
INDEPENDENT develops and pilots an integrated set
of ICT - enabled services dealing with a range of
threats to independent living common to o Ider
people. Through innovative usage of ICT, current
0silosdé in service deliver
cooperation across
participation of family members.

INDEPENDENT is a European pilot project that brings
together twenty partner organisations across six
European Member States. Jointly, they have set up an
ambitious work programme which aims at better
capitalising on information and communications
technology (ICT) when it comes to supporting older
people in their communitie  s. The ultimate goal is to

older people to maintain their

relevant care sectors and

empower
independence.

inaependent

OORDINATED eCARE
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There
participation of
carers and voluntary community workers who would

is also emphasis on strengthening the
the so ¢
otherwise not be in th e usual information sharing
loop. A particular focus is on enabling, with help of
technology, a better joining - up of social and health
care services as they currently exist. This pilot
project started in January 2010 and will end in
December 2012. It is p art-funded by the European
Uni onds Competitiveness an
Programme.

The INDEPENDENT pilot in Trikala responds to the
need for closer coll abor a-
care delivery organisations DEKA and KAPI in
supporting informal car ers and those for whom they
care.

In particular, the digital infrastructure is utilised for
supporting formalised cooperation of community
services and family carers of older people with mild
cognitive impairment or mild depression. Joint
access to extend ed electronic care records supports

easier coordination of service delivery rendering

them more integrated, productive and cost -
effective.
In addition, the digital infrastructure enables

specialist psychological counselling to be remotely
delivered to info rmal carers, helping them to better
care for their relatives and cope with any problems
that may occur in this context. Prior to
INDEPENDENT no formal interfacing existed between
community care services and informal carers.
Additional Information:

Municipa lity of Trikala

Operational Control Center (O.C.C.)

Attn: Mrs M. Oikonomou

E- mail: moikonomou@e - trikala.gr

Web: http://independent

home/

- project.eu/



http://www.trikalacity.gr/image/20130925independenttelos
http://www.trikalacity.gr/image/20130925independenttelos
http://independent-project.eu/home/?S=1
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2. Region of Western Macedonia
LI FE RCTOS/ KAST
(Life+, 2007 -2013)

The i mplementation of the
conditions of bear -human coexistence in Kastoria
Prefecture, Greece - Tr ansf er of bes
taking place in Kastoria with emphasis on areas of
permanent or seasonal presence of brown bears
(Ursus arctos). The lifetime of the project is from
October 1, 2010 to 30 June 2014.

The project will implement a series of actions and
apply specific measures aimed primarily at:

U Reduce - eliminate the phenomenon of roa d
accidents involving bears in the road network
of Kastoria and, of course, increase road
safety for drivers.

U  Addressing incidents of bears approaching
populated areas.

U Dissemination of implementing measures to
prevent damage to the rural environment by
bears and improve the conditions of human
coexistence with wildlife in the prefecture of
Kastoria.

U Increasing/enhancing public awareness on
these issues.

The Coordinating Beneficiary of the LIFE Arctos
Kastoria project is the Region of Western Macedonia
(RWM), one of the 13 regions of Greece. RWM
constitutes the second level of local government and

is financially and administrative autonomous. The
Regional Unit of Kastoria that is actually the LIFE

Arctos Kastoria project area constitutes an administ -

& DEVELOPMENT PLANNING OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
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rative division of the region of Western
Macedonia and coincides with the administrative
district of the prefecture.

A basic set of actions will be implemented in the
present project in order to evaluate and map the
6hi-ghsk?©o
traffic injuries along the

areas in bear
highway and road
network of Kastoria (using radiolabel - telemetry).
The outcome of this activity will be the
installation of wildlife warning signs and labels
increasing the safety standards for both
people/motorists and wildlife. In addition a
special bro chure presenting useful information to

the drivers will be designed and produced while
speci al seminars on oC
accidents where bears and other wild animals are
involvedo wildl be carrie
from the Siatista - Kristallop igi road maintenance,
the Traffic police as well as personnel from the
Border Police Department and of the Forestry
Service of Kastoria.

A second set of actions is connected with the
purchase of the necessary equipment and the
operation of a YyB&Eaam&mwei
responsibilities to intervene in crisis situations

and emergencies taking measures in order to
prevent bears from approaching human
settlements (e.g. modifying garbage bins,
installation of electric fences).
Another set of actions will be taken to analyze
the damages caused by bears in the rural
economy of the region Finally a special
environmental education program will be
developed, public
organised etc.

information meetings
Additional Information

Region of Western Macedonia

Regional Unit of Kastoria

Attn: G. Psomadakis

Tel: 2467350294

Website : http://arctoslife.gr/
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International and European
Conferences

Lifelong Learning Week 2013
(Brussels, 2- 6 December)

The European Civil Society Platform was born in 2005
as a response from civil society organisations to the
defining and implementation of a European education
and training policy in the framework of the Open
Method of Coordination. Today funded by the Lifelong

EUCIS-LLL - “LIFELONG LEARNING WEEK 2013”

Informal Leaming
o

“The future of learning — Preparing 2014 European elections”
European Parliament, Brussels, 2-6 December 2013

Learning Programme, EUCIS - LLL was acknowledged by
t he Commi ssi on ir
representationé of |

European
i fel on:
education and training actors organised at EU level.
This year, the Week will have a particular focus on the
upcoming European Elections of Spring 2014. At this
occasion EUCIS- LLL will launch its Manifesto for the
European elections and many events will take place in
order to provide ideas on how to m  odernise education

and training systems in Europe.

Additional Information
http://www.eucis - lll.eu/news/eucis - lll - news/lifelong -
learning - week- 2013/

Anti - fraud and anti - corruption measures in
relation to the use of European Structural and
Investment Funds
(Brussels, 3 December )

The European Commission in co - operation with
Transparency International is organising in Brussels a

Conference on anti - fraud and anti - corruption measu -
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ONFERENCE ON ANTI-CORRUPTION
N

! DANT‘!“FRAUD MHSURES

\

res in relation to the use of European Structural and
Investment Funds . The Conference will not only
analyse fraud and corruption issues, but will go
one step further: which measures can we take to
mitigate the risk of fraud and corruption in relation

to the management of these funds?

Additional Information
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/a
nti_corruption/index_en.cfm

Additional Information
http://www.interna

8th International Conference on Urban
Regeneration and Sustainability
(Putrajaya, Malaysia , 3 - 5 December )

tionalwaterweek.com/

The Conference aims to address the many inter -
related aspects of the urban environment from

exclusion and
build on the

transport and mobility to social

crime prevention. The meeting will
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http://www.eucis-lll.eu/eucis-lll/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/LLL-Week-20134.png
http://www.eucis-lll.eu/eucis-lll/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/LLL-Week-20134.png
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/anti_corruption/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/anti_corruption/index_en.cfm
http://www.internationalwaterweek.com/
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contributions made in previous conferences, which
successfully managed to provide an international
view of the problems facing modern cities and their
solutions.
Additional Information
http://www.wes sex.ac.uk/13 -
conferences/sustainable - city - 2013.html

Wealth creation by mineral extraction
in Europe
(Brussels, 3 December )

The opportunities offered by the non - energy mineral
resource industry and the challenges it faces have

been widely debated over t he last few years. The
event about OWealth creati
Europeod aims at having an
the socio - economic benefits of sustainable mining in

Europe as well as the current challenges. It will

discuss a variety oftopic s, such as: Ba- |

ONFERENCE DEE’A'F‘:

WEALTH CREATION

BY MINERAL EXTRACTION IN EUROPE

terials potenti al and it
reindustrialisation; the creation of wealth for national
budgets and local communities; the role of modern
mining to foster regional development etc.

Additional Information

http://www.euromines.org/event/wealth
mineral - extraction - europe

- creation -
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2013 Annual Polis Conference
(Brussels, 4- 5 December )

This year's Annual Polis Conferences provides an
excellent opportunity for cities and regions to

== 7
o 2013 23

European cities and reglons for a more sustainable mobility

showcase transport achievements to a large

audience. For the wider transport community, the

conference allows to engage with representatives

of city and regional authorities on innovative

transport solutions.

Additional Information
http://www.polisnetwork.eu/2013conference

2nd Annual
Middle East Smart Cities Summit
(Doha, 9- 10 December)

The 2nd Middle East Smart Cities Summit this year,
will be focusing its efforts in getting the attention

of Municipalities and Government Authorities,
public services and sectorial authorities, urban
planners, architects and consulting firms,
universities and research institutes, banks and in-

In Association With

vestment hubs, s ystem integrators network
infrastructure and technology providers who are
involved in the master planning and development
of Smart and Intelligent infrastructure projects in
the region .
Additional Information
http://infra.fleminggulf.com/middle
cities - 2013

- east- smart-
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Communicating European Structural and
Investment Funds 2014 - 2020
(Brussels, 10 December)

The conference will be a unique gathering of
communication professionals f rom the European,
national and regional levels. It will bring together, for
the first time, communication officers responsible for
the EU's five Structural and Investment Funds
(European Regional Development Fund, European

Social Fund, Cohesion Fund, Europ ean Agricultural

BRUSSEL 8-/

Communicating European Structural m
and Investment Funds 2014-2020 s

Fund for Rural Development, European Maritime and
Fisheries Fund). Together, these funds represent
more than a th ird of the EU's total budget and a key
component of the EU's effor ts to promote growth and
jobs. In addition to communication officers from
national and regional authorities, participants will
include Heads of Managing Authorities, journalists,
representa tives of stakeholder organisations, EU
networks like Europe Direct, communication officers
working for the European Commission in Brussels
and in the Commission's Representations, and
representatives of other EU institutions.

Additional Information
http: //ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/tell
ing - the - story/index_en.cfm

The Changing Italian Cities: Emerging
Imbalances and Conflicts
(L 8 Aq y 10F H. Dec ember)

Under the pressure of economic, demographic,

institutional and cultural changes Italian ci ties are
experiencing profound structural changes. The
heterogeneity of the Italian urban system d highly

polycentric and characterized by a very large number
of small - and medium -sized cities & makes the

6process of

struct ur a-lspedfica i
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The seminar 8 which will be the first of a
this theme planned at the Gran Sasso Science

series on

Institute d will contribute to a better understanding
of the state of the Italian cities. It will explore the
recent evolution of ltalian urban system from an
interdisciplinary perspective with the aim of
discovering the emerging imbalances and conflicts
associated to the current structural changes. In this
first workshop the focus will be on empirical
investigations and field studies in an attempt to
highlight the emerging imbalances and the ensuing
conflicts that characterize Italian cities in this
historical phase.
Additional Information
http://www.gssi.infn.it/index.php/en/the -
resilience - of - european - city - structural - changes -
and - economic - development -2

Global Urbanisation:
Challenges and Prospects

(Los Angeles , 18- 19 December )
The processes of rapid urbanisation  are bringing
prosperity to many urban regions, but such
prosperity is selective, with other areas finding it
difficult to find new roles in the contemporary

Regio mal

Scudies

Associartion

economy and hence suffering fro
and lower

m outmigration
Regional  Studies
Association International Conference 2013 on

incomes . The

Global Urbanisation: Challenges and Prospects
presents a timely opportunity to discuss these
important issues

Additional Information

http://www.regionals  tudies.org/conferences/confe
rence/rsa - international - conference - 2013
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European Affairs

EU Cohesion Policy for Maximum Impact
on Growth and Jobs

Key rules and regulations for implementing EU
cohesion policy in 2014 -2020 were recently
endorsed by Parliament . In a compromise d eal
struck with the Council after more than a year of
tough negotiations, MEPs secured substantial
funding for EU regions to invest in their
development projects, on terms fairer to them.
They also pruned back the bureaucracy needed to
apply for this fundi
this time of economic crisis.

Under the EU's 2014 - 2020 budget, Cohesion Policy
A325 billion
their regions and cities to deliver the EU

ng, which is sorely needed in

wi || i nvest
- wide goals
of growth and jobs, as well as tackling climate
change, energy dependence and social exclusion.
Takin g into account the national contribution of
member states, and the leverage effect of financial
instruments, the overall impact is likely to be more
A500 billion. The re€
will ensure maximum impact for these investments,
adapted to the individual needs of regions and
cities. Key elements of the reform are:

and adapting the level

t han

1. Investing in all EU regions
of support and the national contribution (co -

financing rate) to their levels of development:
U Less Developed regions (GDP <
27 average) .

75% of EU-
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U Transition regions (GDP 75% to 90% of EU -
27 average) .
U More Developed regions (GDP > 90% of EU -
27 average) .
2. Targeting resources at key growth sectors:
Investments under t he European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF) will be concentrated on
4 Kkey priorities: innovation and research, the
digital agenda, support for small and medium -
sized businesses (SMEs) and the low -carbon
economy, depending on the category of region
(Less Developed: 50%, Transition: 60%, and More

Devel oped: 80 %) . Around
dedicated to these sector
billion will support the shift to a low - carbon
economy (energy efficiency and renewable

energies). On this, there are se parate obligations
to dedicate ERDF resources (Less Developed: 12%,
Transition: 15% and More Developed: 20%). Around

A66 billion wildl be
European transport links and key environmental

f oc-u

infrastructure projects through the Cohesion F und.
Through the European Social Fund (ESF), Cohesion
Policy will provide a significant contribution to EU
priorities in the field of employment, for example
through training and life - long learning, education
and social inclusion (at least 20% of the ESFi n each
Member State will have to be used to support this
objective). The ESF allocation will be established
according to the needs of each Member State,
subject to a pre - defined minimum, resulting in a

tot al of at | east ‘A7 0 b
Employmen t Initiative linked to the ESF and worth
at |l east 6 billion A wil!l

of the Youth Guarantee.
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Overall EU 2014-2020 budget
C960 billion

0,
66%
Other EU policies
agriculture
research
external
etc

€635 billion

34%
€325 billion

3. Fixing clear, transparent, measurable aims and
targets for accountability and results ~ : Countries and
regions will have to announce upfront what
objectives they intend to achieve with the available
resources and identify precisely how they will
measure progress towards those goals. This will
allow regular monitoring and debate on how
financial resources are us ed. It will mean additional
funds can be made available to better performing
programmes (through a so called "performance
reserve") towards the end of the period.

4. Introducing conditions before funds can be
channelled to ensure more effective investments . For
example, "smart specialisation” strategies to identify
particular strengths and potential, business - friendly
reforms, transport strategies, measures to improve
public procurement systems, compliance with
environmental laws, strategies to fight youth
employment, early school leaving or to promote
gender equality and non -discrimination are all
necessary preconditions.

5. Establishing a common strateqy for more
coordination and less overlap : A Common Strategic
Framework provides the basis for better
coor dination between the European Structural and
Investment Funds (ERDF, Cohesion Fund and ESF as
the three funds under Cohesion Policy as well as the
Rural Development and Fisheries funds). This also
links better to other EU instruments like Horizon
2020, the
Programme for Employment and Social Innovation.

Connecting Europe Facility or the

6. Cutting red tape and simplifying the use of EU
investments through a common set of rules for all
European Structural and Investment Funds as well as
simpler accounting r ules, more targeted reporting

demands and mor e us e of d

cohesiond) .
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7. Enhancing the urban dimension of the policy by
earmarking a minimum amount of resources under

the ERDF to be spent for integrated projects in cit ies
- on top of other spending in urban areas.

8. Reinforcing cooperation across borders and
making the setting up of more cross - border projects
easier. Also ensuring macro - regional strategies like
the Danube and the Baltic Sea are supported by
national a nd regional programmes.

9. Ensuring that Cohesion Policy is better linked to
wider EU economic governance : Programmes will
have to be consistent with National Reform
Programmes and should address the relevant
identified - specific
recommendations in the European Semester. If

reforms through country
necessary, the Commission can ask Member States o}
under the so - called "macro - economic conditionality"”
clause - to modify programmes to support key
structural reforms. As a last resort, it can suspend
funds if econo mic recommendations are repeatedly
and seriously breached.
10. Encouraging the increased use of financial
instruments to give SMEs more support and access to
credit . Loans, guarantees and equity/venture capital
will be supported by EU funds through common
rules, a broadening of the scope of their use and
providing incentives (e.g. higher co - financing rates).
The emphasis on loans rather than grants should
improve project quality and discourage subsidy
dependence.
Additional Information
http:/mww.europarl  .europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pub
Ref=-
%2{%2fEP%2{%2fTEXT%2bPV%2b20131120%2bTOC%2t
DOC%2bXML%2bV0%2{%2fEN




