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(OPEN DAYS 2013): Mp6oKAnon eKONAWONG EVOIAPEPOVTOG

O1 ekdnAwoelig «OPEN DAYS» éxouv KaBiepwBei wg n onuavTIKOTEPN £THOIA
EUPWTTAIKI) OUVAVTNON TTEPIPEPEIAKWV KAl TOTTIKWV apXwv. Y16 Tnv aryida tng
Emrpotm¢c Twv lMepipepeiwv kKal TnG EupwTrdikig EMTPOTIAG, O QETIVEG
EKONAWOEIC TTPOPRAETTETAI VA CUPMPETAOXOUV TTAvw atrd 220 TTEPIPEPEIAKES KAl
TOTTIKEG ApXEG. EvOwel TG uI0B€TNONG TOU TTOAUETOUG dNUOCIOVOUIKOU TTAQICIiOU,
TWV VEWV KAVOVIOPWY TwV dIapBpWTIKWY TaUEIwY Kal TNG dlaTrpayudTeuong yia
TIC OUUPBAOEIG ETAIPIKNG OXEONG, OTOXOG TwV €KONAWOEWV €gival va doB&i n
EUKQAIPIA OTIG TTEPIPEPEIOKES KAl TOTTIKEG APXEG VA EKPPACOUV TIG ATTOWEIG TOUG
yla Ta vEa epyaAcia TNG TTONITIKNAG OUVOXNG, VA TTPORAAOUV TIG OPOEG TTPAKTIKES
TTOU €QapPOlovTal OTNV TTEPIOXT TOUG, VA QVTAAAAEOUV I0EEC YIa TIG HEAAOVTIKEG
TTPOKAACEIC KAl VA AVOTITULOUV OUVEPYAOIEG PE OKOTTO TNV TTpowenon tng
TTEPIPEPEIAKIG KAI TOTTIKNG AvVATITUENG.

Mo ouykekpiyéva, ol ekdnAwaoelg Ba TTpayuaTtoTroinBoulv oTig 7-10 OkTwRpiou
T.£., OTIG BpugéAeg, pe Bepatikd TiTAo: «Or1 lMepipépeieg kar o1 TOAeIg TG
Eupwtng amoyeiwvovtal yia 10 2020» ka1 Ba  TepiAapBavouv  90-100
epyaotpia, oulnthocclg kar Opdoelg OIKTUwOoNG MPe Tn ouppetoxry 6.000
EVOIAQEPOUEVWV OTO TTAQICIO TPIWV BEPATIKWYV TTPOTEPAIOTHTWV:

1. H diaxeipion ¢ aAayrc, 2014-2020: 2ta oxedlialdueva €pyaoTrpia
TTPOPRAETTETAI N AVATITUEN KAIVOTOPWY TTPOCEYYIOEWV YIa TNV UAOTTOINON
TWV OEUATIKWY TTPOTEPAIOTATWY TNG VEAC TTPOYPAUMATIKAC TTEPIOSOU.
MapdAAnAa, Ba yiver aviaAlayry €UTTEIPILV KAl ATTOWPEWV yia Ta VéQ
XPNMOTOOIKOVOMIKA £PYAAELIa TNG TTPOCEXOUC TTPOYPAUMATIKAG TTEPIOdOU,
TIGC OTPATNYIKEG €PEUVAG KAl KAIVOTOMIOG yia €EuTrvn e€eidikeuon, Tnv
OAOKANpwUEVN €0QQIKN ETTEVOUOT K.Q.

2. 2uvépyieS Kal ouvepyaaoia: Ta epyacTipia auTrg TNG BEPATIKNAG EvOTNTAG
ETTIKEVTPWVOVTAl  OTIC  OuvatoTNTEG  QVATITUENG OUVEPYIWV  HETALU
OIOPOPETIKWYV EBVIKWV Kal TTEPIPEPEIOKWV TTONITIKWV KAl XPNHATOOOTIKWV
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MEOWV. AUTEG Ol OUVEPYEIEG DEV APOPOUV UOVOV Ta dIaPBPWTIKA TauEia
OAAG KOl Ta  UTTOAOITTO  QVTAYWVIOTIKA  EUPWTTAIKA  TTPOYPAUMOTA.
Mpooeyyioeig ouvepyaoiog 6TTwg ol EOEZ kal o1 MakpoTtrepipEpeieg Oa
gTTOpoUcav  €TTIONG  va  TTAPOUCIOOTOUV — w¢g  TTapadeiyuata
MOKPOTTPOBECUWY OCUVEPYOOIWY METAEU EBVIKWY, TTEPIPEPEIOKWY KAl
TOTTIKWY QPXWV KAl EPEUVNTIKWYV IDPUHATWV.

3. lpokAnoeic kai  Avoeic: Baolkdg oTOXOG QuTAG TNG  BeuaTiKAg
TTPOTEPAIOTNTAG  €ival TTOPOUCIACN TIPOKTIKWY AUCEWV OE  KoIvd
TTEPIPEPEIAKA KAl TOTTIKA TTPORARuATa Kal TTPOKANOEIG OTTWG N avepyia
TWV VEWV, N dnuoypa@ik yRpavorn, n dlaxeipion Twv UdATIVWV TTOpwYV
Kl TWV ATTOPPIMHATWY, N UYPNAL EVEPYEIOKN KOTAVAAWOT K.A.

2€ auto 1O TTAQiolo, n levik AicuBuvon yia Tnv MNMepipepeiakry kal TV ACTIKA
MoAmky Tng Eupwtraikng EmTpotmg kai n Emrpotm Ttwv [epipepeiwy
artreuBuvouv TTPOOKANCN OTIG TIEPIPEPEIEG Kal TIG TTOAEIG TG Eupwtng va
UTTOBAAAOUV TIG TTPOTACEIG TOUG VIO TNV EVEPYO CUUMETOXH OTIG EKONAWOEIG TWV
Open Days ¢ite Jdlopyavwvoviag €va  €PYAcTAPIO  yia TNV  TTAPOXN
TTANPOPOPNONG, KaTApPTIoONg, OIKTUWONG Kal TTPOwBnong OUVEPYOOIWY, EiTE
OpPYAVWVOVTAG oUlnTOoEIC yia Ta BEuata TG VEAG TTOMITIKAG OUVOXNG Kal TIG
OUVNTIKEG OUVEPYEIEG OE TOTTIKO KAl TTEPIPEPEIOKO ETTITTIEOO WE TN CUPMETOXN
e1IdNuUévVwWV.

H evepyOG CUMMETOXN TWV TTEPIPEPEIIV KAl TWV TTOAEWV YiveTal péoa atrd Tn
oUu0oTaCon TTEPIPEPEIAKWY CUPTTPALEWY 5 €wg 12 TOTTIKWYV A TTEPIPEPEIAKWV
apXwv atrd TouAdxioTov TEooepa KPATn PEAN. AiKaiwpa CUUUETOXAG EXOUV
MOVOV €KEIVEG OI TTOAEIG KAl OI TTEPIPEPEIEG Ol OTTOIEG UAOTTOIOUV dpACEIC PNEoa
aTTO TTPOYPANMATA TWV JIAPBPWTIKWY TAUEIWV.

O1 aIrAoeIg Twv evOIOPEPOPEVWV QOPEWV UTTORAANOVTAI NAEKTPOVIKA PEXPI TV
6n MapTiou 2013 oTnv €€Nng NAEKTPOVIKA dielBuvon:
opendays@cor.europa.eu. lNa TePICCOTEPEG TTANPOPOPIEG AVAPOPIKA HE TO
@PAKeAO TNG aitnong, Ta KPEITAPIA EMAECINOTNTOG KAl YEVIKOTEPA YIa TNV
EupwTrdikry EBdoudda ptropeite va avalntAoEeTe 0TOV KATWOI OUVOETHO:

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2013/index.cfm
Mapauévoupe otn dIABECT) 0AG yIA TTEPAITEPW TTANPOYOPIES KAl DIEUKPIVIOEIG.
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1) K.E.A.E.

Akadnuiag 65 kail 'evvadiou 8
T.K.106 78 ABrjva

2) E.N.N.E.
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1. OPEN DAYS 2013: Organisers, themes and programme
1.1 Introduction

The OPEN DAYS-European Week of Regions and Cities is the key annual event for
regional and local authorities.

Organised by the EU Committee of the Regions and the European Commission,
Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO), this communication
and networking platform regularly brings together regions and cities from all over
Europe and beyond, providing thousands of local, regional, national and European
decision-makers and experts with a real marketplace for exchanging and discussing
projects and issues related to regional and local development. It offers participants a
great opportunity in a unique set-up to showcase their capacity for creating growth
and jobs and implementing European Union cohesion policy, alongside other policies
with a territorial impact, and to demonstrate the importance of the local level for good
European governance.

In 2013, OPEN DAYS will consist of between 90 and 100 workshops, debates, and
networking activities attended by some 6 000 participants. In addition to the Brussels-
based workshops during the European Week of Regions and Cities, OPEN DAYS wiill
also involve local events, which will take place between September and November all
over Europe.

The purpose of this information pack is to explain to potential event partners how
OPEN DAYS 2013 will be organised and to establish the roles and tasks of organisers
and event partners in order to create a common understanding and to facilitate the
event's management and its communication to the public.

1.2  Purpose of OPEN DAYS
OPEN DAYS has several purposes:

« to bring together political representatives, decision-makers, experts and
practitioners of regional policy, as well as stakeholders from business, banking,
civil society organisations, academia, EU institutions and the media, to discuss
common challenges for European regions and cities and discuss possible
solutions;

- to provide a platform for capacity-building and the exchange of experience and
good practice for those involved in implementing EU cohesion policy and in
managing its financial instruments;

- to facilitate cooperation and networking among regions and cities;
« to feed into the debate on the future European cohesion policy in a wider context,

including recent research and views from third countries and international
organisations.



1.3  Context and thematic priorities

Assuming that agreement will be reached on the Multiannual Financial Framework
(MFF) in early 2013 and that the CSF funds regulations will be adopted before the
summer of 2013, negotiations on the partnership agreements and operational
programmes (OP) will be in full swing by October 2013. Regions and cities will be
finalising preparations for the cohesion policy, rural development and fisheries
programmes for 2014-2020. Programmes and related policies will now have to be
implemented in a much more integrated and interactive manner. This means, on the
one hand, that a number of elements will be known, such as geographic scope,
Member States'/regions’/cities’ arrangements, the new OPs' thematic priorities etc.,
On the other hand, however, a degree of uncertainty will still exist regarding certain
details of the implementing arrangements. From the viewpoint of the EU institutions,
and of the managing authorities and final beneficiaries, this point in the policy cycle
could therefore be used to exchange information and facilitate networking on new
approaches before the new OPs are implemented in 2014.

By the end of 2013, European regions and cities will have implemented most of their
EU-funded programmes and projects from the 2007-2013 programming period. Their
results should be used to showcase the kind of impact these programmes and
projects have on regional development, namely contributing to smart, sustainable and
inclusive growth. Finally, the impact of cohesion policy on the public could also be
addressed, as 2013 will also be the European Year of Citizens.

Moreover, the OPEN DAYS will continue to be the annual platform for sharing
experiences and for inspiring debate on good local, regional and cross-border
governance and the management of EU funding. This exchange between practitioners
will be combined with input from academia. Another element will be the participation
of non-EU countries that are interested in hearing and learning from European
regions' experiences in regional policy as well as in presenting their own stories.

Under the slogan "Europe's regions and cities taking off for 2020 ", which marks
the new timeline and the orientation towards the Europe 2020 strategy, OPEN DAYS
2013 will be structured around three thematic priorities:

(1) Managing change 2014-2020

In workshops on this topic, innovative approaches to the implementation of the
2014-2020 thematic priorities will be presented and discussed. Experience should
also be shared between practitioners, academics and EU institutions and regional
experts on the new elements in the implementation of the 2014-2020 programmes,
such as the application of the ex-ante conditionalities, integrated territorial
investment, the Joint Action lans, governance issues, features of the new
performance framework, financial instruments, simplified cost options and others.

(2) Synergies and cooperation

Workshops on this topic will aim to identify and discuss how to cooperate, co-
ordinate and ensure synergies between different EU and national and regional
policies and sources of funding. This includes synergies between cohesion policy
objectives, not only among EU policies and funds, such as the CSF funds, but also
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research funding, the Connecting Europe Facility, programmes supporting SMEs
and innovation, climate change adaptation, energy policies and others. Approaches
to cooperation such as the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation and
macro-regional strategies could also be presented, as well as examples of sound
cooperation between national, regional and city administrations and expert
institutions, such as the EIB.

(3) Challenges and solutions

Every European region and city, even the most prosperous, is facing challenges
that it finds hard to deal with on its own. However, numerous solutions to improve
people's quality of life exist throughout Europe and elsewhere, which can be shared
and perhaps adapted to different regional and urban contexts. Workshops on this
topic should aim to present practical solutions to common regional and urban
challenges, such as SMEs' access to credit and to the global markets, youth
unemployment, demographic challenges, such as the ageing of the population and
brain drain, waste, water and natural risks management, congestion, pollution, high
energy consumption, etc.

Workshops and debates held during OPEN DAYS must address one of the themes
mentioned above. Further selection criteria are outlined in point 2.1.

1.4  Event organisers and partners

The event partners are: the organisers, regional partnerships, companies, financial
institutions, European associations and individual regions and cities. Being an event
partner means respecting the rules of participation as stipulated in this document, and
other obligations communicated by the organisers during the preparatory process.
The organisers reserve the right to exclude event partners, should these fail to respect
the rules and obligations.

* Organisers : The OPEN DAYS is co-organised by the Committee of the Regions
(CoR) and the Commission's Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy
(DG REGIO). The organisers are responsible for the event's design, structure and
overall programme, coordination of its preparations and communication with all
partners. The organisers will provide whatever infrastructure they are able to offer
and will share the costs.

As during previous events, the European Parliament's Committee on Regional
Policy (REGI) will be involved in the event's preparations and the Lithuanian
presidency will be offered the opportunity to participate. The European
Commission Directorate-General for Communication will be asked to promote,
and, where possible, support local events through its representations in the
Member States and its information networks. A number of other Commission
Directorate-Generals will be invited to take part in the programme, as long as they
contribute to the themes and respect the conditions mentioned above,

* Non-EU countries and international organisations will be invited by the organisers
to contribute to a special series of workshops or debates.
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* Regional partnerships : In line with the conditions laid down in this document, the
organisers will invite regions and cities to establish regional partnerships. These
will contribute to the programme through events in Brussels and in their regions or
cities (local events), for which they will be responsible in terms of content,
organisation and costs.

* Regions and cities, companies, financial institutio ns and European
associations can become event partners at the 'Meeting Place' by hosting
workshops/debates and networking sessions.

1.5 Target audience

The OPEN DAYS and its workshops, debates and exhibitions target a specific
audience, namely:

« members of the Committee of the Regions, the European Parliament and the
European Economic and Social Committee and national, regional and local
politicians;

- European, national, regional and local government officials and experts in the field
of managing and evaluating cohesion policy programmes;

e representatives of private companies, financial institutions and European and
national associations;

e journalists from European, national, regional and local media outlets;

« masters or PhD students researching European, regional and urban policy or
practitioners in the early stages of their career.

1.6 Events in Brussels

Between 7 and 10 October 2013, the Brussels-based OPEN DAYS events will consist
of:

1) the Opening Session on 7 October;

2) a programme of some 90-100 workshops and debates between 8 and
10 October, involving all event partners and managed jointly by them, including
activities under the title 'The Meeting Place' (on CoR premises) and the OPEN
DAYS University;

3) an exhibition route showcasing urban and regional solutions, hosted by the CoR,
the European Commission and regional representations in Brussels;

4) a media programme.

The 25-30 workshops or debates proposed by the regional partnerships  will provide
an opportunity to exchange experience and good practice and to facilitate cooperation
and networking. Regional partners are independent as regards the logistics and costs
of their sessions but must respect the thematic priorities, format and quality standards
set by the organisers. For partnerships with more than six partners, two morning
workshops can be organised from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. under one common workshop
number.



« The 25-30 workshops or debates organised by DG REGIO will focus on all three
thematic aspects of OPEN DAYS 2013. DG REGIO will coordinate contributions to
the programme from other Commission DGs. Other DGs are welcome to co-
organise workshops with DG REGIO or with regional partnerships.

« At the Meeting Place set up on its premises, the CoR will host 25-30 workshops
and debates. In 2013, priority will be given to regions and cities and to companies,
financial institutions, and European associations proposing sessions that present
urban and regional solutions, focussing on public investment and public-private
partnerships, citizens' participation and networking across borders. Also at the
Meeting Place, CoR services and political groups will highlight results of the
institution's initiatives and networks relating to the OPEN DAYS' thematic priorities.

« All event partners are invited to contribute to a set of seminars forming the ‘OPEN
DAYS University’ . In this context, the Regional Studies Association and
academics from different European countries specialising in urban and regional
studies will be invited to contribute to 7-8 seminars on the theme of "Challenges
and solutions". Details of the revised concept will be available on the OPEN DAYS
2013 website as of 15 January.

The co-organisation of workshops and debates between regional offices, the
European Commission and the CoR is encouraged. This will make the programme
more dynamic and lead to a better mix of politicians, high-level officials, academics
and private sector entrepreneurs, which is what makes the event unique. In order to
help bring partners together, regional partnerships and the different DGs are invited to
submit their workshop ideas to the relevant part of the OPEN DAYS group on the
Yammer social network, with the contact details of potential workshop drivers.

For the purpose of the event's documentation, event partners are obliged to make the
presentations and reports of their respective events available, to be subsequently
published on the OPEN DAYS website.

All event partners must cooperate and contribute to safeguarding the quality of OPEN
DAYS 2013. To this end, they are requested to make available to speakers,
chairpersons and participants clear and early information on the content and related
aspects of their respective events and to contribute to preparatory meetings. Event
partners are invited to use the Yammer social network for information exchange
ahead of their workshops and debates. The link to the network will be provided on the
OPEN DAYS website.

1.7 Exhibition

All event partners will contribute according to their means to an exhibition entitled "100
EUrban solutions”, representing transferable good practice in different fields of urban
and regional development, such as waste and water treatment, public transport,
energy-efficient buildings and community-led local development, involving public
institutions, private partners and citizens alike. Projects should already be operational
and receive EU-funding and/or involve public-private partnerships for which cohesion
policy funding has been used. Regional partnerships can present a coherent set of
projects, to be exhibited on one of the partner's premises. The exhibition will take the
7



form of a route, visiting different venues (regional offices, Commission buildings,
Committee of the Regions). It is due to open on 8 October 2013, between 7 p.m. and
10 p.m. and remains accessible between 8 and 10 October 2013.

DG REGIO will build its contribution to the exhibition inter alia around the results of a
study due to be delivered in the first half of 2013. The CoR will develop its contribution
around three topics - investments, participation and networking -, which are linked to
the themes of the seminars to be held at the Meeting Place (see point 2.5). Regional
partnerships are invited to develop their own approaches, perhaps on the basis of
existing exhibitions. The final concept of the exhibition will be developed by a working
group comprising the event partners concerned.

1.8 Local events: "Europe in my region/city"

In an attempt to bring the messages of the OPEN DAYS closer to Europe's citizens,
each participating region and city is asked to organise at least one local event on their
home ground, to be held between September and November 2013, under the heading
"Europe in my region/city "

Local events will be organised around the thematic priorities of OPEN DAYS 2013.
They will be aimed at the general public, potential beneficiaries of EU regional policy,
expert audiences, academics and the media and can take various formats such as
conferences, workshops, radio/TV broadcasts or exhibitions. Local events can also be
organised in conjunction with the launch of EU regional policy projects, under relevant
initiatives such as 'European Cooperation Day' or as part of the annual information
measures required by the Structural Funds' regulations.

In addition to the partners organised into regional partnerships, regional and local
administrations, institutions or organisations are also invited to propose local events in
the framework of the OPEN DAYS 2013. They will have to apply separately providing
a description of the events they plan to stage.

As for all OPEN DAYS events, participants at local events must not be charged any
fee and organisers are not allowed to conduct commercial activities in the context of
these events.

1.9 Advisory Board

The success of OPEN DAYS relies heavily on its ability to implement new ideas and
concepts each year and to update its organisational approach. For 2013, an Advisory
Board was set up to facilitate the informal exchange of views among partners involved
in the preparations for OPEN DAYS. The role of the Advisory Board is to give advice,
regarding thematic and organisational aspects in particular. The individual opinions of
board members are their own and non-binding, given on the basis of their experience
and expertise.

The first meeting of the board was dedicated to an assessment of OPEN DAYS 2012,
with particular focus on the general rules of organisation and on sharing proposals for
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the theme of OPEN DAYS 2013. The board will meet during the preparation period as
and when necessary.

2. Conditions of participation for event partners
2.1 Introduction

The European Commission’s DG for Regional and Urban Policy (DG REGIO) and the
Committee of the Regions (CoR) invite Europe's regions and cities to apply to
participate in OPEN DAYS 2013. The 11th OPEN DAYS will be prioritising:

- the quality of content and contributions to sessions held in Brussels intended to
stimulate debate and facilitate networking, capacity-building and the exchange of
experience and good practice among partners and participants on one of the three
thematic priorities;

- the active involvement of partners from the public, business, academia and
financial sectors and others to foster exchanges on public-private partnerships in
the field of regional and local development;

« the quality of the local events held either by the regional partnerships or other
regional and local institutions and organisations.

Event partners will be involved in the promotional activities and technical support
provided by the organisers. They may use the heading ‘OPEN DAYS 2013 — 11th
European Week of Regions and Cities’ including the logo of the event and
promotional material produced by the organisers.

In order to become an OPEN DAYS ‘event partner’, ‘regional partnerships’ and other
interested parties will have to meet the conditions specified below.

The organisers reserve the right to exclude regional and other partners from the list of
event partners in the event that tasks are not completed on time.

2.2  Programme

Each event held in Brussels is to be classified in line with the 2013 thematic priorities
(see point 1.3) and a typology of events, which can take the form of either workshops
or debates :

« workshops will present either (a) information and offer training or (b) detail
experience and good practice and facilitate co-operation and networking, with
ample opportunity for contributions from the audience. Not more than four
speakers and one moderator will be accepted for each workshop.

« debates will touch upon specific aspects involving a group of experts and a
moderator, while avoiding presentations and speeches and instead building on the
expertise of an informed public. Not more than six panellists and one moderator
will be accepted for debates.



The programme of sessions will run for three days, starting at 9 a.m. on 8 October,
and ending at 1 p.m. on 10 October. The sessions will fit into the following timeslots :

e between 8 and 10 October, two morning sessions will take place from: 9 a.m.-
10.45 a.m. and from 11.15 a.m.-1 p.m.. Regional partnerships with more than six
partners can hold two morning workshops from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. under one common
workshop number.

« between 8 and 10 October, one afternoon session will be held, from 2 p.m. to
5p.m.

To ensure that workshops and debates are organised in a way that ensures quality of
communication and outcome, event partners must take the following organisational
aspects into account:

(1) for each workshop and debate, a 'conference manager' will be appointed by the
partners; the conference manager will look after all aspects of preparation and
follow-up of her/his workshop or debate;

(2) workshops and debates must be clearly described , including an agenda and their
relevance to a specific target audience;

(3) speakers and moderators must be carefully selected on the basis of their
experience and public speaking abilities; event partners will be responsible for
briefing and supporting them during the preparatory period;

(4) contributions must focus on issues that are transferable to other regions,
avoiding lengthy project-related or institutional descriptions;

(5) all sessions must be chaired and moderated in a way that encourages debate and
exchange ;

(6) the time allocated to presentations during workshops must not exceed 15 minutes
per speaker, in order to provide sufficient time for debate with the audience;

(7) PowerPoint presentations should be kept to a minimum — all workshops should
strive for maximum interactivity between speakers and audience. If necessary,
presentations should be limited to 7 slides per presentation

The organisers will provide guidance for chairpersons/moderators and speakers to
ensure they receive more detailed advice on these aspects.
2.3  Conditions for regional partnerships

Individual conditions for regions and cities applying as part of OPEN DAYS ‘regional
partnerships’ are the following:

(1) participating regions and cities should be involved in the management of Structural
Funds programmes.

(2) cities must be either (a) a capital of a Member State or (b) a capital of a NUTS 1, 2
or 3 region.

(3) regions and cities can only be part of one regional partnership.

In order to establish a regional partnership , the following criteria must be met:
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(1) regional partnerships are composed of at least five and not more than twelve
European regions or cities from at least four Membe  r States .

(2) regional partnerships must be headed by a ‘lead partner’ (from a Member State)
and a ‘deputy lead partner’ located in Brussels being responsible for (a)
managing the tasks within the regional partnership and (b) acting as contact point
for the organisers throughout the entire preparatory period.

(3) regional partnerships contribute to the OPEN DAYS 2013 programme through
workshops or debates, local events, or other activi ties. They are required to
adhere to the OPEN DAYS 2013 concept as regards themes, timing, publicity and
communication, with a view to delivering a high-quality event.

(4) regional partnerships must be able to provide one joint venue (in order to limit the
overall number of venues) for their workshops or debates. This venue should be
located in the European quarter of Brussels and should be able to accommodate
at least 90 people.

Each regional partnership is expected to provide the following contributions

(1) organisation of either one workshop or one debate in Brussels between 8 and
10 October 2013, as specified in point 2.2. For partnerships with six or more
partners, two morning workshops can be held, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

(2) organisation of at least one ‘local event per partner on their home ground
between September and November 2013.

Regions/cities within any partnership can also propose a contribution to the Meeting
Place (see point 2.5) or to a co-organised workshop or debate (see point 1.6).

They are also invited to contribute with projects to the "100 EUrban solutions"
exhibition route.

2.4 Organising local events

As stated in point 2.3, each member of a regional partnership must organise at least
one local event under the title "Europe in my region/city", scheduled between
September and November 2013 in its home territory. Other regions, cities, local
institutions and organisations are invited to contribute to the local OPEN DAYS 2013
events as well.

Under the heading of the three thematic priorities of OPEN DAYS 2013 (see point
1.3), the aim is to attract a wide range of participants, including the general public,
policy-makers and experts, and to raise awareness of the impact of EU policies on
their region and city. The choice of format of the event(s) is free and organisers are
advised to:

e involve national, regional and local politicians, in particular Members of the
Committee of the Regions;

« involve Members of the European Parliament and seek out cooperation with the
European Parliament Information Offices in their Member States;

- involve those implementing EU regional policy and cooperate with the Managing
Authorities of Structural Funds programmes;

« involve, where useful, representatives of the European Commission;
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« work with European Commission representations in the Member States and their
delegations in other countries;

« liaise with local Europe Direct Centres;

« cooperate with regional and local media

e use Twitter to promote the workshop within the OPEN DAYS (and inform the
organisers about the Twitter account they are using for promotional purposes, so
that the information can be reproduced)

The CoR and DG REGIO as well as Europe Direct Centres and European
Commission representations and delegations can help with identifying speakers,
experts and EU representatives, and provide support as regards logistics,
documentation and promotion. Regional media outlets should also be encouraged by
local event organisers to attend and report on the local events.

Each regional partnership should appoint a contact person acting as a local event
coordinator, who is responsible throughout the preparatory period for communicating
with the organisers.

Detailed information about the local events including venues, dates, times, title,
description in both English and original language(s), target groups and speakers, must
be sent to the OPEN DAYS organisers by the designated local events coordinators in
each regional partnership or other partners by Friday 31 May 2013 .

2.5 Participation in the "Meeting Place"

The aim of the Meeting Place is to attract partners and participants on the basis of
targeted topics that are relevant to the thematic priorities of OPEN DAYS 2013. Under
the overarching theme of "EUrban and regional solutions: Investments,
participation, networking"  the thematic focus of the Meeting Place in 2013 will be
on:

1) public investment and public-private partnerships (given the current strain on
public resources, a stronger emphasis will be placed on PPPs and an integrated
approach to use resources efficiently in order to achieve the Europe 2020
objectives); debates and exchange of good practice on how to improve access to
finance and how to tailor financial instruments to the specific needs of regions and
cities, including private companies delivering public goods and their target
recipients; new instruments such as community-led local development and
integrated territorial investment; initiatives drawn up by the European Investment
Bank;

2) citizens' participation and the involvement of civic society actors (broad support
and good communication is essential for any sustainable policy);

3) networking across borders, including results delivered by European Groupings
of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC), macro-regional strategies and other forms of
cooperation supported by EU funds.

The components of the Meeting Place are:

« Workshops and debates
« Exhibition
« Networking
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« Media Centre
« Meeting Place Café

Workshops and debates: for OPEN DAYS workshops to be held at the CoR,
applications can be submitted by

e regional and local authorities and EGTCs;

« national and regional managing authorities in charge of EU funds with a territorial
impact (ERDF, Cohesion Fund, ESF, EAFRD and EMFF);

« Directorates-General of the European Commission;

« European associations of regional and local authorities;

¢ companies involved in public-private partnerships;

« European associations representing the business sector;

« financial institutions and their European associations.

Any workshops proposed must reflect on one (or several) thematic priorities
mentioned above. Priority will be given to projects that have received co-financing
from EU funds of the current period (2007-2013). In addition, managing authorities are
invited to exchange ideas with colleagues from other countries for programmes of the
2014-2020 period. Between 8 and 10 October 2013, a total of some 20 workshops
and debates! can be organised in the following time slots:

8-9 October: 9 a.m.-10.45 a.m. (workshop) 10.45 a.m.-12.30 p.m. (networking at the
partner's stand)

11.15 a.m.-1 p.m. (workshop) 1 p.m.—2.30 p.m. (networking at the
partner's stand)

2.30 p.m.-5 p.m. (workshop) 5 p.m.-6.30 p.m. (networking at the
partner's stand)

10 October: 9 a.m.-10.45 a.m. (workshop) 10.45 a.m.-12.30 p.m. (networking at the
partner's stand)
11.15 a.m.-1 p.m. (workshop) 1 p.m.-2.30 p.m. (networking at the
partner's stand)

Networking: Individual workshops may be followed by organised networking
meetings. These will take place in a designated area immediately after the workshop
ends. The CoR will provide the area with branded material, screens, chairs and
tables. For networking sessions, Meeting Place partners will be requested to provide
visual material on the projects, such as videos, photos, etc., and to make use of the
networking area, which the CoR will put at their disposal. This will include an
appropriately sized stand area, which the event partners can brand during the
networking period. The branded stand area will be available to the event partner only
for the duration of their respective Meeting Place session.

Participants in the networking part will be OPEN DAYS participants who registered for
the specific workshop. The session organiser can also invite any other interested
party to the networking event on its own. Organisers or participants are advised to
create, take charge of or contribute to on-line networking groups in advance of the
event, using the OPEN DAYS group on the Yammer social network.

! The CoR's services and political groups will deliver further 10-12 seminars.

13



Exhibition: Part of the exhibition on "100 EUrban solutions" will be displayed in the
Meeting Place. Other parts will be shown in different buildings in the EU quarter,
especially in regional offices.

Media Centre: For journalists from local, regional, national and European media
outlets, a joint media programme will be organised during the OPEN DAYS, including
working facilities in the CoR and special services such as a TV studio, workspaces,
interviewing possibilities etc. For a limited number of media representatives, the CoR
can cover travel expenses and hotel accommodation.

Meeting Place Café: The café will be set up, as it is every year, in the CoR Atrium on
the 5th floor.

2.6  Participation in the OPEN DAYS University

DG REGIO and the CoR will organise the OPEN DAYS University, consisting of a
series of lectures and moderated panel debates, which will consider the event’s
thematic priorities and involve the Regional Studies Association, as well as renowned
academics and researchers in the field of EU cohesion policy and related policy fields.
The ‘University’ programme will be drawn up on the basis of:

(1) co-operation with international organisations and academic organisations;
(2) suggestions put forward by the regional partnerships and other partners.

Proposals for OPEN DAYS University sessions, including an outline of the content
and information on the names and profiles/expertise of the proposed speakers, should
be sent to the organisers by Wednesday, 6 March 2013.

Organisers and participants are advised to create, lead or contribute to on-line
networking groups prior to the event on the dedicated site on the Yammer network.
The link to the site will be provided through the OPEN DAYS website.

In 2013, a Masters programme will be offered as part of the OPEN DAYS University.
56 selected sponsored masters or PhD students researching European, regional and
urban policy or those in the early stages of their career will be offered the opportunity
to attend a master class, taught by highly-reputed academics who will speak at the
OPEN DAYS University. Part of the class could also be opened up to other
participants.

2.7  Deadlines for submission of applications

Regional partners: 6 March 2013

When applying, regional partnerships must submit the following items:

e The regional partnerships’ application form (available for download on the OPEN
DAYS website) and
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« One photo from each partner region/city to be used in promotional material, e.g.
posters, publications. Photos must state the name of the partner region/city and
should:

- be in landscape format;

- bein .jpeg, .tif or .eps; avoid PNG format;

- not have been resized

- have at least 300 dots per inch (300 dpi) and be no larger than 1 Mb in size.

By sending the photographs to the organisers, partners certify that they own the rights
or have been transferred all the rights to the photographs from the creators (excluding
moral rights of natural persons). Partners affirm that the photographs are free of any
claims by third parties and transfer these rights to the European Union, allowing the
Union to use the photographs for OPEN DAYS communication purposes (such as
publishing on a web page or in a poster or any other communication material, etc.),
and for broader communication purposes of the European Union (such as promoting
EU projects, promoting local or regional bodies, etc).

In the event that natural, recognisable persons are depicted in a photograph, the
partners shall submit a statement from the persons depicted, giving their permission
for the described use of their images. This does not refer to photographs taken in
public places where random members of the public are identifiable only hypothetically
or to public persons carrying out their public activities.

Applications should include:

(1) workshop/debate title (maximum 150 characters) and a description (maximum
250 words); the mobile application displays only 35 characters, and the title
should therefore be designed in such a way that the workshop/debate can be
identified by its first part, consisting of no more than 35 characters;

(2) regions/cities and institutions that will be responsible for the local events;

(3) name and contact details of the conference manager;

(4) the NUTS code of each of the regional partnership members as per the Eurostat
NUTS code list; indicated codes should match the partner's boundaries (e.g. if the
participant is a city, the proper NUTS code of this city should be indicated, and not
the NUTS code of the region in which the city is located).

Regional partnerships should send their applications to: opendays@cor.europa.eu

The list of chairpersons/moderators and speakers for the workshops or debates -
including  their  organisational affiliation - must be  submitted to
opendays@cor.europa.eu by Friday 31 May 2013 for inclusion on the OPEN DAYS
website.

Workshops and debates for which details have not been submitted by the above
deadline may be excluded from the programme.

Meeting Place: Wednesday, 6 March 2013

Applicants for the Meeting Place must submit their proposal on an application form
(available on the OPEN DAYS website), which should include:
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(1) workshop/debate title (maximum 150 characters) and a description (maximum
250 words), including a minimum of three projects from different countries; the
mobile application displays only 35 characters, and the title should therefore be
designed in such a way that the workshop/debate can be identified by its first part,
consisting of no more than 35 characters;

(2) an indication as to which of the thematic priorities the session will fall under;

(3) target audience;

(4) a short description of how the networking session will be organised, including an
initial idea of the material provided for the stand (videos, photos, etc.);

(5) name and contact details of the conference manager (optional).

The list of chairpersons/moderators and speakers for the workshops or debates -
including  their  organisational  affiliation - must be submitted to
opendays@cor.europa.eu by Friday 31 May 2013 for inclusion on the OPEN DAYS
website.

Workshops and debates for which details have not been submitted by the above
deadline may be excluded from the programme.

European Commission workshops or debates: Wednesday , 6 March 2013

Applicants, i.e. potential organisers within DG Regional Policy or in other European
Commission Directorates-General, must submit their proposals on an application
form. The form will be sent together with the explanatory note to the Commission
services by DG REGIO and will be available on the OPEN DAYS website as of
15 January 2013 . The application should include:

(1) the workshop/debate title (maximum 150 characters) and description (maximum
of 250 words); the mobile application displays only 35 characters and the title
should therefore be designed in such a way that the workshop/debate can be
identified by its first part, consisting of no more than 35 characters;

(2) the theme under which the session will fall;

(3) target audience

(4) name and contact details of the coordinator (conference manager);

(5) name and contact details of the co-organiser in DG REGIO or the regional
partnership co-organiser (only if the applicant is from another European
Commission Directorate-General). The theme of the workshop or debate should
be chosen jointly, as should the speakers at the workshops. The speakers must
represent at least two types of organisation, e.g. a European institution and a
region/city.

Applications should be sent to regio-opendays@ec.europa.eu _ by Wednesday, 6
March 2013.

The list of chairpersons/moderators and speakers for the workshops or debates that
have been selected - including their organisational affiliation etc.- must be submitted
to reqgio-opendays@ec.europa.eu by Friday 31 May 2013 for inclusion on the
OPEN DAYS website.
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Workshops and debates for which details have not been submitted by the above
deadline may be excluded from the programme.

OPEN DAYS University: Wednesday, 6 March 2013
Proposals for OPEN DAY'S University sessions should include:

(1) the workshop/debate title (maximum 150 characters) and description (maximum of
250 words); the mobile application displays only 35 characters and the title should
therefore be designed in such a way that the workshop/debate can be identified by
its first part, consisting of no more than 35 characters;

(2) the theme under which the session will fall;

(3) a brief outline of the profiles of the potential speakers (if possible)

(4) name and contact details of the coordinator (conference manager);

Applications (a form can be obtained from DG REGIO) should be sent by e-mail to
regio-opendays@ec.europa.eu__, not later than Wednesday, 6 March 2013 .

The list of chairpersons/moderators and speakers for the workshops or debates that
have been selected - including their organisational affiliation etc. - must be submitted
to regio-opendays@ec.europa.eu by Friday 31 May 2013 for inclusion on the OPEN
DAYS website.

For the Masters Programme that will take place as part of the OPEN DAYS University,
specific rules will apply. The information on the application process will be found on
the OPEN DAYS website as of 31 January.

Workshops and debates for which details have not been submitted by the above
deadline may be excluded from the programme.

Exhibition: Wednesday, 6 March 2013

For showcasing a project in the exhibition on "100 EUrban solutions" that will be
displayed in the Meeting Place, applications should provide:

(1) project/programme title(s) and a description (maximum 150 words per project) in
English; the description(s) should include all project/programme costs,
differentiating EU and national, regional or local funding and should provide a web
address;

(2) the name of the responsible institution(s) or organisation(s) and the main contact
person.

Applications should be sent via this link (the link is accessible also from the website)
not later than Wednesday, 6 March 2013. One (or more) photo(s) of the
project/programme and logos of the region/city should be sent by e-mail to
opendays@cor.europa.eu
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For partners interested to contribute to the exhibition route with own events, a
coordination meeting will be organised on 6 February 2013 . Expression of interest
should be sent to opendays@-cor.europa.eu

Local events: Friday, 31 May 2013

Local events' organisers - other than OPEN DAYS regional partnerships - should
submit proposals on a separate form (available on the OPEN DAYS web site). The
following information is needed:

(1) event title(s) and a description (maximum 250 words) in English and the official
language/s of the country concerned;

(2) the name of the responsible institution(s) or organisation(s) and the main
contact person;

(3) one (or several) photo(s) of the city or venue hosting the event(s);

(4) information on whether a website and/or a web-based networking community
exists for the event;

(5) a list of chairpersons and speakers, including their organisational affiliation.

Information must be submitted to localevents-opendays@cor.europa.eu for
inclusion in the online programme of all local events by Friday 31 May 2013.

2.8  Media programme

In cooperation with all event partners, the organisers will provide a special media
programme during OPEN DAYS 2013, to involve journalists from regional media
outlets. The organisers may cover travel and accommodation costs for a limited
number of journalists.

The media programme will include:

e press conferences, press panels, technical briefings and other events;

« the production of relevant press material, such as documents and audiovisual
material;

e the provision of a TV studio and other media facilities.
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2.9 OPEN DAYS 2013 timeline

11 December 2012 Launch of OPEN DAYS 2013 and kick-off meeting with regional

15 January 2013

06 February

6 March

5 April

26 April

31 May

08 July (tbc)

20 September
07-10 October

Sept.-November

offices and other partners in Brussels

Launch for applications for the European Commission and the
OPEN DAYS University

Exchange of good practice in organising workshops
Exhibition partners’ meeting

Deadline for applications from regional partnerships containing
proposals for sessions in Brussels and local events
(opendays@cor.europa.eu)

Deadline for applications for sessions at the Meeting Place from
regions and cities, companies, financial institutions and
European associations (opendays@cor.europa.eu).

Deadline for receiving applications by European Commission
organisers and for the OPEN DAYS University sessions
(regio-opendays@ec.europa.eu)

Deadline for receiving proposals for the exhibition
(opendays@cor.europa.eu)

Result of the selection procedure made public

First event partners meeting: presentation of the draft
programme

Deadline for submitting final descriptions and chairpersons’ and
speakers’ details (opendays@cor.europa.eu, for European
Commission and OPEN DAYS University sessions — regio-
opendays@ec.europa.eu )

Deadline for submission of descriptions and details for all local
events (localevents-opendays@cor.europa.eu)

Second event partners meeting, registration opens for individual
participants

Deadline for submitting speakers' presentations and abstracts
OPEN DAYS 2013 in Brussels

Local events "Europe in my region (city)"
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3. Other aspects
3.1 The OPEN DAYS 2013 Conference Secretariat

On behalf of the organisers, the Conference Secretariat will provide organisational
support to the organisers and event partners, in particular as regards the online
programme and registration of participants, speakers' and participants' requests and
the media programme. The Conference Secretariat will be operational as of 5 April
2013.

3.2  Registration of participants

The online registration system is the only way of registering for OPEN DAYS 2013
events held in Brussels. All event partners/conference managers will be trained in
using the online registration system in June 2013, as they will be responsible for
accepting or rejecting registration requests for their seminars. Should event
partners/conference managers wish to delegate the task of registering participants to
the Conference Secretariat, they will have to provide the latter with clear instructions
on the acceptance criteria for the events in question. Local events in the Member
States will be responsible for registering their participants themselves.

In compliance with current legislation on the use of personal data , none of the
participants' data may under any circumstances be stored after the event or used for
purposes other than identifying OPEN DAYS participants. In particular, no list of
participants may be given to third parties. Speakers (and participants) will be asked if
they wish to make their e-mail addresses available to participants for networking
purposes.

At central registration points, participants in OPEN DAYS 2013 will be given a
personal badge, stating their name and organisation. They will use this badge
throughout the event. During OPEN DAYS 2013, the regional partners will be
responsible for organising registration, monitoring the numbers of participants
wishing to enter their sessions, and generating participants’ lists.

3.3 Communication aspects

The event partners must agree to follow a common visual identity by using the OPEN
DAYS logo, website, newsletter and other tools. Cooperation on the messages
between the event partners should be sought to ensure better communication (both
internal and external). Social Media tools (Yammer, Twitter, Flickr, etc) should be
used before, during and after the event to maximise its impact. Due to limited
resources, the language used for these tools will be English, while the use of other
languages remains possible. Local events will be communicated in the language(s)
of the countries concerned and in English.

All event partners are encouraged to use environment-friendly material for all
communication means produced in relation to the event.
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3.4  Networking

The Yammer social network has an ‘OPEN DAYS 2013’ discussion group (other
groups can also be created), where people can get in touch with interested
participants, exchange ideas with other regional professionals, arrange get-togethers
at the OPEN DAYS, or continue networking after the event.

The Meeting Place, located in the Committee of the Regions, will provide space for
informal networking for participants, journalists and organisers during the event.

During the event, Twitter users will be able to exchange information and views on the
2013 OPEN DAYS by using the hashtag #euopendays . The Commission will be
tweeting about OPEN DAYS from the @EU_Regional account.

3.5 Media relations

In order to develop media awareness, the organisers will provide regular updates on
the event through press releases, etc. All event partners are requested to coordinate
their media-related activities and to use the same communication tools, such as the
event's website, to ensure that messages are consistent.

4. Contact details

OPEN DAYS website: www.opendays.europa.eu

Functional mailbox: opendays@cor.europa.eu (until 5 April 2013)

OPEN DAYS secretariat as of 5 April 2013 (functional mailbox will be announced on
the OPEN DAYS website)

Committee of the Regions
Rue Belliard 101

B-1049 Brussels

Fax: +32 (0)2 282 2075

Name Responsibility Email Phone
Milica Neacsu Coordination and

contact with partners opendays@cor.europa.eu | +32(0)2 2822207
Karen Simon Publications and web;

media relations opendays@cor.europa.eu | +32(0)2 2822056

Judith Sorensen | Meeting Place
opendays@cor.europa.eu | +32(0)2 2822138

Chantal Gennen | Local events
programme and
contact with regional

partners opendays@cor.europa.eu | +32(0)2 2822126
Pierluigi Boda Media and press Pierluigi.boda@cor.europa
.eu +32(0)2 2822461
Rafael Bellon Audiovisual Rafael.bellongomez@cor.
europa.eu +32(0)2 2822277
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European Commission, DG for Regional and Urban Poli

Avenue de Beaulieu 1

B-1160 Brussels

Fax: +32 (0)2 296 6003

cy

Name Responsibility Email Phone
Simona Coordination
Pohlova OPEN DAYS

University

Contact with

other DGs regio-opendays@ec.europa.eu +32(0)2 2964037
Lorena Garcia
Ferrer Audiovisual lorena.garcia-ferrer@ec.europa.eu | +32(0)2 2988582
Agnieszka REGIO seminars,
Cyndecka registration agnieszka.cyndecka@ec.europa.eu | +32(0)2 2967240
Annick REGIO seminars,
Vanderputten registration annick.vanderputten@ec.europa.eu | +32(0)2 2950598

Phuoc Tram &
Alain Vanden

phuoc.tram@ec.europa.eu,

+32(0)2 2961605

Borre Website alain.vandenborre@ec.europa.eu +32(0)2 2985694
Katrien Van Exhibitions &
Audenhaege banners Katrien.van-

Visual identity

audenhaege@ec.europa.eu

+32(0)2 2985577

Sinead Meehan

Media and press

sinead.meehan@ec.europa.eu

+32(0)2 2984094

Corinne
Wenner

Social media

Corinne.wenner@ec.europa.eu

+32 (0)2 2994336
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