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EDITORIAL 

In an article titled Local autho rities need a 

strong business plan to manage self -

financing  The Guardian  recently  

underlined that some British local 

authorities are actively exploring how to 

refocus their housing business, taking a 

serious look at how they deliver their 

services, what st ock they hold and how to 

make best use of their financial capacity. 

In this sense, updating  local authoritiesõ 

business plans helps to answer important 

'what if' questions related to the housing 

issue: What happens if the council builds 

more homes? What i f the most expensive 

10% of stock were replaced by better 

designed homes that cost less to 

maintain? If investment plans are delayed 

by a year, or if rents are lower than 

previously assumed, and so on.  

In fact, a  strong business plan uses the 

best availabl e data and realistic 

assumptions, based on sound evidence. 

Consulting with residents and housing 

professionals, and analysing data from 

across the organisation, helps to spot the 

best evidence as well as trends and 

emerging risks. It makes sense to build 

ownership of your business plan by 

organising regular reviews and updates 

that involve tenants, councillors and staff.   

It is important that these plans reflect the 

context set by the business strategy, 

inspiring confidence in the council's 

ability to see i ts long term plans through 

to fruition, and its capacity to make the 

best of self - financing.   

At times of financial crisis, the business 

plans appear to provide the local 

government with the means to restore 

their reputation in terms of managerial 

effectiv eness and public legitimacy.  
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1. European Prize for Innovative Inte gration of 

Roma People Policies  

Following the success of the previous editions, the Congress 

of Local and Regional Authorities and the European Alliance 

of Cities and Regions for Roma Incl usion of the Council of 

Europe is once again partnering the 4 th  Dosta  Prize! 

Campaign run by the Support Team of the Special 

Representative of the Secretary General for Roma Issues, as 

part of its ongoing work to strengthen the role of local and 

regional a uthorities towards social inclusion of Roma1 and 

protection of their rights. The Dosta! Congress Prize is 

awarded to one or more cities and/or regions from Council 

of Europe member states that have implemented innovative 

and creative initiatives to effecti vely ensure the long - term 

inclusion of the Roma communities within their borders, 

while respecting the diversity of these communities and 

ensuring their active participation in local democratic life.  
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2. 3rd CALL FOR PROJECT PROPOSALS 

òGREECE -  THE FORMER YUGOSLAV  

REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA 

IPA CROSS-BORDER PROGRAMMEó 2007- 2013  

 

The "Greece ð The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

IPA Cross- Border Programme"  2007 - 2013 is a cross -

border European Territorial Cooperation Programme co -

financed by  the European Union under the Instrument for 

Pre- Accession Assistance (IPA). The  Programme focuses 

on promoting sustainable economic and social 

development in the  border areas and assisting co -

operation for addressing common challenges in fields 

such  as the environment, natural and cultural heritage 

and public health . The present Call for project proposals 

is open for both Programme Pri orities:  

ü Enhancement of cross - border economic 

development, aiming at the  promotion of 

sustainable economic development through 

common interventions  and facilitation of cross -

border relations: It will be implemented by 

focusing on  the promotion of entrepren eurship, 

the enhancement of Human Resources, the  

development of sustainable tourism and the 

protection of public health through  cross -  border 

activities.  

ü Enhancement of the environmental resources and 

cultural heritage of the  programme area aiming to 

promo te common ac tions for the protection of the 

natural and cultural environment and the 

mobilisation of the natural and cultural  resources: 

It will be implemented by focusing on the 

promotion and protection of  the environmental 

resources and natural and cultu ral heritage of the 

area.  

 

 

 

 

 
The competition is open to local and regional 

authorities from Council of Europe member states, 

who have run projects regarding Roma 1, be they 

nationals or more recent migrants. Local and regional 

authorities should be the main stakeholders of the 

initiative. Projects should be innovative in their field 

of action and transferable as a model of good 

practice for implementation by municipalities 

elsewhere. In addition, projects or initiatives 

submitted should fulfil at least t wo of the following 

criteria:  

ü Raise, directly or indirectly, public awareness 

on Roma rights and culture in order to fight 

against stereotypes and prejudice towards 

Roma (through the media, educational 

systems and institutions, and local 

authorities);  

ü impr ove the effective access of Roma to social 

rights (housing, employment, education, 

health, for example through the use of Roma 

mediators);  

ü promote intercultural and interethnic 

dialogue;  

ü promote diversity in community life;  

ü promote active democratic partic ipation.  

Applications should be accompanied by a description 

of the project/initiative (characteristics, objectives, 

results);  a proof of budgetary allocation from the 

local/regional authorities;  and a  proof of the active 

participation of the Roma communit y concerned.  

Deadline  for submission : 5 August  2013  

Aditional information : 
Ms Eleni Tsetsekou  

Support Team of the Special Representative of the 

Secretary General for Roma Issues  

Council of Europe  

1 Quai Jacoutot  

F- 67075 Strasbourg Cedex, France  

E-mail  : roma.team@coe.int  

 

javascript:parent.onLocalLink('footnote1',window.frameElement)
mailto:roma.team@coe.int


 
3 

THE BULLETIN OF INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN AFFAIRS & 

DEVELOPMENT PLANNING OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT  

 
   

   

Issue 38/39        8- 9/2013        

  

participate in more than one proposal pe r Measure.  

The indicative available budget for the present Call is 

7.514.217,00 Ἃ (of which the indicative European 

Unionõs contribution is 5.987.085,00 Ἃ). Financing of 

the approved project proposals is subject to the 

availability of funds of the  Programme. The conclusion 

of contracts with IPA app licants for this Call for 

Proposals is  subject to the fulfilment of the following 

condition:  

The entering into effect of the  Financing Agreement 

between the European Commission and the former 

Yugoslav  Republic of Macedonia concerning the Cross -

border Prog ramme òGreece -  the former  Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedoniaó under the IPA component II for 

the years 2012 and  2013 (EU contribution Ἃ 

2.987.085,00). As such, by submitting his proposal, 

the applicant accepts in full the use of the suspension 

clause as well as its possible consequences.  

The lower limit of each projectõs budget is 150.000,00 

Ἃ and the upper limit is 800.000,00 Ἃ. The budget per 

project Partner cannot be lower than 30.000,00 Ἃ. 

Projects  should be concluded in a period of fifteen (15) 

months.  

Deadline  for submission : 28 August  2013  

Additional information : 

Joint Technical Secretariat of the òGreece -  The former 

Yugoslav Rep ublic of  Macedonia IPA Cross - Border 

Programmeó 2007- 2013  

Tel.: +302310 024050  

Fax: +302310 024078  

Web: www.ipa - cbc- programme.eu  
E- mail: jts - ipa - cbc@mou.gr  

Description of Measures : 

1.1 Economic development   

1.2 Enhance Human Resou rces  

1.3 Promote sustainable tourism   

1.4 Protect human life   

2.1 Promote and protect the environmental resources 

of the area  

2.2 Promote and protect the natural and cultural 

heritage of the area  

This Call for Proposals is open to the following types 

of e ntities:   

a. national, regional or local public authorities;   

b. bodies governed by public law , under certain 

conditions ;  

c. organizations under private law , under certain 

conditions . 

The entities listed under a, b, and c shall be 

established in a Member State, a country  that is a 

beneficiary of the IPA Regulation, a country that is a 

beneficiary of the European  Neighbourhood and 

Partnership Instrument, or a Member State of the 

European  Economic Area.  

d. inte rnational organizations  

All projects shall be de veloped and managed 

according to the Lead Partner Principle;  One partner 

from Greece will be appointed as òFinancial Lead 

Partner (FLP) from Greeceó. One partner from the 

former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia will be 

appointed as  òFinancial Lead Partner (FLP) from the 

former Yugoslav Republic of Macedoniaó. Project 

proposals must include at least one partner from 

each country. Project partners should cooperate in at 

least one of the following ways: joint development, 

joint implementation, joint staffing and  joint 

financing. The total number of partners must not 

exceed five (5). Each potential project partner cannot  
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E- Visionary recipients are nominated by the three 

members of the World Electric Vehicle Association: the 

Electric Drive Transportation Association (EDTA) in 

North America , the European Electric Road Vehicle 

Association (AVERE), and the Electric Vehicle 

Association of the Asia Pacific (EVAAP).   The E-

Visionary Award is presented during the global Electric 

Vehicle Symposium (EVS) event, which is held on a 

rotating schedule i n North America, Europe and Asia.    

Any city, region or community within Europe and Africa 

can present its candidacy. The application can be 

submitted by either the authority itself or an 

organisation on behalf of the authority.  

The city, region or communi ty will have to demonstrate 

in their application an extended commitment to 

electric mobility and prove a long - term thought and 

concern for the quality of life of their inhabitants by 

fostering the uptake of electric mobility and reducing 

the level of CO2.  

Every candidacy will have to be presented to AVERE 

before the deadline set by the Bureau either via its 

national sections or if the candidacy comes from a 

country where there isnõt one, directly to AVEREõs 

Bureau ( info @avere.org ). 

The representative of the winner of the E - Visionary 

Award is expected to attend the closing ceremony of 

EVS 27 in Barcelona on November 20th 2013 and will 

have free access to EVS27.  

Deadline  for submission : 1 September  2013  

Additional informa tion : 

AVERE 

(European Association for Battery, Hybrid and Fuel Cell 

Electric Vehicles)  

c/o VUB - FirW- ETEC, Bd. de la Plaine 2  

1050 Bruxelles , BELGIUM 

http://www.heliev.gr/   

 

3. E- Visionary  Award  
 

The E- Visionary Award is a way for the World Electric 

Vehicle Association (WEVA) to recognize cities and 

regions as E - Visionaries for their initiatives to 

promote electric vehicles as a sustainable mode of 

transportation, and for making Electric Mobility a  

reality in the lives of their inhabitants. This way, E -

Visionary Award winners become references for 

communities around the world.  

The E- Visionary Award is presented at the 

International Electric Vehicle Symposium and 

Exposition (EVS), which is now with its 27th edition 

upcoming in November 2013. The EVS is held on a 

rotating schedule in America, Europe/Africa and 

Asia/Pacific and has started 44 years ago.  

  

  
 

E- Visionary recipients have placed high expectations 

on electric drive technology in terms of investment 

and performance, and most likely have overcome 

formidable challenges to implement their forward -

thinking plans. E - Visionaries recognize the 

advanta ges that electric drive provides, and have 

done tremendous work to ensure that their cities 

thrive while leaving a much lighter ôfootprintõ on the 

environment.  
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ü European elect ions will be held throughout the 

Union in 2014. They will be a significant event 

in the construction of a European political and 

public space , in which all the Union's citizens 

are involved at times of financial crisis.  

ü 2014 will mark the twentieth anniver sary of the 

European Single Market, which has transformed 

the way Europeans live, work, travel, do 

business and study. It has opened up 

opportunities for businesses to expand and 

learn how to become successful globally. Two 

decades since the Treaty of Maas tricht laid 

down EU citizenship rights, these rights are not 

always a reality in peopleõs everyday lives. The 

programme will aim to take stock of the main 

achievements of the past 20 years and reflect 

on how the Single Market has changed the daily 

lives of  500 million  European citizens and 

around 23 million European businesses.  

ü The European Commission recently unveiled a 

new push to reinforce EU citizensõ rights with a 

series of actions to tackle obstacles that 

citizens still face in their everyday life. Th e 

2013 EU Citizenship Report set  out 12 concrete 

ways to help Europeans make better use of 

their EU rights, from looking for a job in 

another EU country to ensuring stronger 

participation in the democratic life of the Union. 

Key proposals include making it  easier for 

people to work and do training in another EU 

country; reducing excessive paperwork for EU 

citizens living and travelling in the EU; and 

eliminating barriers to cross - border shopping. 

During the European Year of Citi zens the EU 

Citizenship Repor t was the Commission's 

answer to the numerous calls from EU citizens 

who have shared problems they have 

experienced when travelling, moving to or 

shopping in another EU country.  

ü ̗̩́̒ ̩̝ ̛̟̦̠̟̗̒̚ ̩̥̪ ˼̪̦̮Ù̗̯̠̥̲ ˱̧̩̥̪ ̩̮̣ 

̡̥̟̩̳̣̇, ̝ ̨̛̠̞̝̓ ̧̩̝ ˼˼ ̙̟̗ ̩̝̣ ̛̟̞̗̙̣̟̗̓ 

̗Ừ̡̛̥̩̕ ̩̝̣ ̗Ų̣̩̝̝̀̒ ̧̩̝ ˼Ù̟̩̦̥Ù̧̔ ̨̧̩̟  

 

 

4. Europe for Citizens , 2007 - 2013  
 

The EUõs strength is the diversity and potential of its 

almost 500 million  inhabitants. The Europe for 

Citizens  programme helps to promote understanding  

between the Union and its  citizens, seeks to deepen 

awaren ess of what it means to be a European,  and 

assists in developing a sense of European identity.  

The programme aims to:  

ü Encourage citizens to become actively  

involved in the process of European  

integration;  

ü Enable citizens to develop a sense  of 

European iden tity;  

ü Enhance mutual understanding  among 

European  citizens.  

The Europe for citizens programme (2007 - 2013) 

aims to give the citizen a key role in the development 

of the European Union: promoting Europeõs common 

values and history, fostering a sense of owner ship of 

the EU project among citizens, and developing ideas 

and activities with a European angle.  

The programme will be implemented within the 

following political context in 2014:  

ü 2014 has beenn  proposed as the European 

Year for Reconciling Work and Fami ly Life.  

Whilst one focus of the year aims to match 

peopleõs skills to jobs, it also aims to improve 

the well - being and lives of European citizens. 

Today, all families living in Europe have to 

cope with the increasing conflict between 

their family and work  life. The year would 

offer an opportunity to focus on how the 

labour market is organised, what practices 

and policies exist and which work in enabling 

a good work life balance, productivity, job 

security and a decent quality of life.  
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Action 1 ôActive citizens for Europeõ aims to bring 

together people from different parts of E urope to 

promote mutual understanding, a sense of 

ownership of the European Union  and the emergence 

of a European  identity to complement local and 

regional  ones. It encourages meetings,  exchanges 

and debates among European  citizens from different 

countries  and through different means.  Action 1 

funds and supports different  kinds of activities: 

town -twinning citizensõ meetings and participatory 

citizensõ projects. The support measures  aim to help 

organisations in the field  to develop high - quality 

activities.  

Town twinning has long been an important  

mechanism for developing  active European 

citizenship and a  sense of shared identity. One major  

advantage of town twinning is that it  involves large 

numbers of citizens directly,  illustrating the benefits 

of EU integ ration  at the local level and helping  

citizens from different Member States  build bonds 

and develop a sense of common European identity.  

In particular, town -twinning citizensõ meetings 

(Action 1 Measure 1.1) are the traditional 

mechanisms used for town - twi nning exercises. The 

Commission supports gatherings of a wide range of 

citizens and citizensõ groups from twinned towns, 

benefiting from the partnership between 

municipalities to develop strong, informal and 

personal relations among their citizens. These 

meetings should be characterised  by active civic 

participation. This could be done by involving the 

local community in the planning and implementation  

of the project; Granting participants an activerole  

through displays, workshops,  joint cultural  

performan ces, etc.;  and ensuring that meetings are 

truly  a joint endeavour between all the  towns 

involved.  
 

A project must involve municipalities from at least 2 

participating countries of which at least one is an EU 

Member State. A project must involve a minimum of 25 

invited participants. "Invited participants" are  

international participants sent by the eligible partner/s. 

At least half of the participants should not be elected 

local government representatives or munici pal officials.  

The project proposals must respect the criterion 

related to the minimum eligible grant to be awarded 

per project.  

Minimum eligible grant for a project: 5 000 EUR  

Maximum eligible grant for a project: 25 000 EUR  

Maximum duration of the meetin g: 21 days  

Networks of twinned towns (Action 1 Measure 1.2) is 

one major town - twinning innovation in t he 2007 - 2013 

programme . Towns co - operate with their own twinning 

partners, as well as with the partners of their partners. 

This can help them to explore a  particular topic or 

theme, to share resources or interests, and to gain 

influence or face common challenges. Support for 

networking will help them to take full advantage of this 

synergy. The Commission supports the development of 

such  networks, which are important for ensuring 

structured, intense and multifaceted cooperation,  

therefore contributing to maximizing the impact of the 

Programme.  

A project must involve municipalities from at least 4  

participating countries of which at least one is an EU 

Member S tate. A project must involve a minimum of 30 

invited participants. "Invited participants" are  

international participants sent by the eligible partner/s.  
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Networks of Twinned Townsõ projects are expected 

to : 

ü Integrate a range of activities around the 

subject(s) of common interest to be  

addressed in the context of the Programmeõs 

priorities;  

ü Produce communication tools in the co ntext 

of these events with the aim of  promoting 

structured and sustainable thematic 

networking and disseminating the  results of 

the actions;  

ü Have defined target groups for which the 

selected themes are particularly relevant  and 

involve community mem bers ac tive in the 

subject area ; 

ü Serve as a basis for future initiatives and 

actions between the towns involved . 

 

Minimum eligible grant for a project: 10 000 EUR  

Maximum eligible grant for a project: 150 000 EUR.  

The activities must take place in any of the elig ible 

programme countries participating  to the project. At 

least 3 events per project have to be foreseen.  

Maximum project duration is 24 months.  

Maximum duration of each event is 21 days.  

Deadline  for submission : 1 September  2013  

Additional information :  

Ministry of Interior  

National Contact Point (Greece): Dr. A. Karvounis  

e̊l: (0030) 210 - 3744710  

Fax: (0030) 210 - 3744713  

E- mail: a.karvounis@ypes.gr  

Web: http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/index_en.htm  

 

5. Youth in Action , 2007 - 2013  

 

The Youth in Action Programme aims to respond at 

European level to the needs of young people from  

adolescence to adulthood. It makes an important 

contribution to the acquisition of competences through 

nonformal  learning as well as to the promotion of 

young people's active participation in society.  It 

supports the new youth policy framework for Europea n 

Cooperation in the youth field adopted in 20092, 

which  outlines a cross - sectoral approach to youth 

issues with a view not only to creating more and equal 

opportunities  for all young people in education and in 

the labour market ("employability dimension")  but also 

to promoting the  active engagement, social inclusion 

and solidarity of all young people ("participation 

dimension").  It also contributes to supporting the 

"Youth on the Move"3 flagship initiative of the EU 2020 

Strategy4 which puts  young people a t the centre of the 

EU's agenda to create an economy based on 

knowledge, innovation, high levels  of education and 

skills, adaptability and creativity, inclusive labour 

markets and active involvement in society.  Finally, 

Youth in Action also fits into the c ontext of the new EU 

competences conferred by the Lisbon Treat  (article 165 

(2)), which calls the European Union to encourage the 

participation of young people in democratic life in 

Europe.  

Action 1 ð Youth for Europe  

Sub- Action 1.1 -  Youth Exchanges  

Youth  Exchanges offer an opportunity for groups of 

young people from different countries to meet and 

learn  about each otherõs cultures. The groups plan 

together their Youth Exchange around a theme of 

mutual  interest.  
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Sub- Action 1.3 -  Youth Democracy Projects  

Youth Democracy Projects support young peopleõs 

participation in the democratic life of their local, 

regional  or  national community, and at international 

level.  

Action 2 -  European Voluntary Service  

The aim of the European Voluntary Service is to 

support young people's participation in various forms 

of  voluntary activities, both within and outside the 

European Union . Under this Action, young people 

take part individually or in groups in non - profit, 

unpaid activities.  

Action 3 ð Youth in the World  

Sub- Action 3.1 -  Cooperation with the Neighbouring 

Countries of the European Union  

This sub - Action supports projects with  Neighbouring 

Partner Countries, namely Youth Exchanges and  

Training and Networking Projects in the youth field.  

Action 5 -  Support for European cooperation in the 

youth field  

Sub- Action 5.1 -  Meetings of young people and 

those responsible for youth policy  This sub - Action 

supports cooperation, seminars and Structured 

Dialogue between young people, those active in 

youth work and those responsible for youth policy.  

Deadline  for submission : 3 September  2013  

 

Action 4 -  Youth Support Systems  

Sub- Action 4.6 -  Partnerships  

This sub - Action is for the funding of partnerships 

between the European Commission and 

local/regional  public bodies, ENGOs and companies 

active in Corporate Social Responsibility in order to 

develop long - term  projects which combine various 

measu res in the Programme.  

Deadline  for submission : 5 September  2013  

 

 

 

 

Sub- Action 4.3 -  Training and networking of those 

active in youth work and youth organisations  

This sub - Action supports the training of those active 

in youth work and youth organisations,  in particular 

the exchange of experiences, expertise and good 

practice as well as activities which may lead to long -

lasting quality projects, partnerships and networks.  

Deadline  for submission : 10  September  2013  

Additional information :  

http://eacea.ec.e uropa.eu/youth/programme/about_y

outh_en.php  

6. ECO- INNOVATION 2013  

 

Launched in 2008, the Eco - innovation initiative is part 

of the EU's Entrepreneurship  and Innovation 

Programme  (EIP), set up to support innovation among 

SMEs and to improve their competitiveness. It is 

included in the EIP's annual work programmes. The EIP 

is part of the wider Competitiveness and Innovation 

Framework Programme (CIP) aimed at encouraging the 

competitiveness of European companies, in particular 

SMEs. 

The eco - innovation initiative bridges the gap between 

research and the market. It helps good ideas for 

innovative products, services and processes that 

protect the environment be come fully - fledged 

commercial prospects, ready for use by business and 

industry. In doing so the initiative not only helps the 

EU meet its environmental objectives but also boosts 

economic growth.  

The Eco- innovation initiative is for organisations that 

have developed an environmental product, service, 

management practice or process which has a proven 

track record, yet is not fully marketed due to residual  

 

 

 

 

 

 

8       

http://ec.europa.eu/cip/eip/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/cip/eip/index_en.htm
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)


 
9 

THE BULLETIN OF INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN AFFAIRS & 

DEVELOPMENT PLANNING OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT  

 
   

   

Issue 38/39          8- 9/2013        

  

risks. It helps participants overcome those barriers to 

further market penetration and turn these products 

and processes into Europe's future eco - innovation 

successes. In order to meet the objectives of CIP Eco -

innovation, your project will have to:  

 

ü have an innovative character;  

ü show clear and substantial benefits in support 

of Europe's environmental policy objectives 

while taking economic concerns into account;  

ü achieve significant environmental 

improvements;  

ü provide significant replication, wider 

application and broader marketability;  

ü demonstrate a European added value and 

international project dimention;  

ü be well thought - through from a technical and 

project manage ment perspective;  

ü be cost - effective delivering higher quality 

through appropriate effort levels;  

ü and match with the contents as described in 

the Call for proposals.  

Calls support Eco - innovative projects in different 

sectors which aim at the prevention or r eduction of 

environmental impacts or which contribute to the 

optimal use of resources. However, more specific 

priorities are being set up considering their 

important environmental impact and policy priorities 

of the European Union:  

ü Materials Recycling  

ü Sustainable Building Products  

ü Food and Drink Sector  

ü Water 

ü Greening businesses  
 

Applications can be submitted by one or several 

entities. All applicants must be legal persons, whether 

private or public. òLegal personó means any entity 

created under the nationa l law of its place of 

establishment, EU law or international law, which has 

legal personality and which, acting under its own 

name, may exercise rights and be subject to 

obligations.  

The indicative total amount available for this Call is 

EUR 31,585,000. Th e financial contribution under CIP 

Eco- innovation takes the form of a grant to off - set 

part  of the total eligible costs of the project, under a 

maximum rate of 50 % of these costs per  project.  Only 

the costs directly linked with the innovative action, 

incl uding materials, processes,  techniques or methods 

proposed, are considered eligible. This applies also to 

costs for  equipment and infrastructure.  The duration of 

an action may not exceed 36 months.  

Deadline for submission : 5 September  2013  

Additional infor mation :  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eco - in - novation/  

 

7. Europa Nostra 2014  

The European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage/ 

Europa Nostra Awards  celebrate  excellence in cultural 

heritage  conservation, ranging from the restoration of 

buildings and thei r adaptation to new uses, to urban 

and rural landscape rehabilitation, archaeological site 

interpretations, and care for art collec -

tions.  Moreover,  it  highlights research, dedicated 

service to heritage conservation by individuals or 

organisations and  educ ation projects related to cultural 

heritage. The awards are supported by the European 

Commission in the framework of the Culture 

Programme .  
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This Awards Scheme aims to promote high standards 

and high - quality skills in conservation practice, and to 

stimulate the trans - frontier exchanges in the area of 

heritage. By spreading the 'Power of Example', the Prize 

also aims to encourage further efforts and projects 

related to heritage throughout Europe.  

Exemplary heritage achievements in Europe are award ed 

in the following four categories:  

 

Category 1: CONSERVATION  

Outstanding achievements in the conservation, 

enhancement and adaptation to new uses, of cultural 

heritage in the following areas:  

ü Architectural Heritage: Single buildings or 

groups of building s in an urban or rural setting;  

ü Building additions or alterations, or new building 

projects within historic areas;  

ü Industrial and engineering structures and sites.  

ü Cultural landscapes: Historic urban 

environments or townscapes, city or town 

squares and str eetscapes;  

ü Historic parks and gardens, larger areas of 

designed landscape or of cultural, environmental 

and/or agricultural significance.  

ü Archaeological sites, including underwater 

archaeology, which may include interpretive 

display for cultural or educati onal purposes.  

ü Works of art: Collections of artistic and historic 

significance or old works of art, which may 

include interpretive display for cultural or 

educational purposes.  

Category 2: RESEARCH  

Outstanding research which leads to tangible effects in  

the conservation and enhancement of cultural heritage 

in Europe in any of the above - mentioned Category 1 

areas.  

 

 

Category 3: DEDICATED SERVICE by INDIVIDUALS or 

ORGANISATIONS 

Open to individuals or organisations whose 

contributions over a long period of time demonstrate 

excellence in the protection, conservation and 

enhancement of cultural heritage (relating to the 

above- mentioned Category 1 areas) in Europe. The 

contribution should be of a standard which would be 

considered outstanding in the European context.  

  

Category 4: EDUCATION, TRAINING and AWARENESS-

RAISING  

  

Outstanding initiatives related to heritage educat ion, 

training schemes in cultural heritage conservation, 

and programmes for raising awareness on cultural 

heritage . 

 

Criteria for the assessment of entries include 

excellence in the work executed and preliminary 

research conducted, as well as respect for a rtistic, 

cultural and social value, setting, authenticity and 

integrity. Special attention will also be paid to 

sustainability, interpretation and presentation, 

educational work, funding and management, and 

social responsibility. Entries can be on a scale ranging 

from small to large, local to international, and should 

display a standard of work considered outstanding in 

a European context.  

The EU Prize for Cultural Heritage/Europa Nostra 

Awards consists of two award levels. Up to six entries 

will be awarde d a Grand Prix, which includes a 

monetary award of Ἃ 10 000. Up to twenty- five entries 

will receive an Award. This can be subject to change.  
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Entries may be submitted from all European 

countries. However, only entries from countries that 

take part in the Culture Programme of the European 

Commission are eligible for the monetary award . 

The Foundation, Europa Nostra was selected in 2007 

on the basis of an open call for pr oposals as part of 

the "Special action" of the Culture Programme. 

Europa Nostra is in charge of organising the selection 

and the award ceremony of the European Union Prize 

for Cultural Heritage . 

Deadline for submission : 9 September  2013  

Additional informat ion :  

EUROPA NOSTRA 

Elena Bianchi  

Heritage Awards Coordinator  

Lange Voorhout 35  

NL- 2514 EC The Hague, The Netherlands  

T. + 31 70 302 40 58  

E eb@europanostra.org  

Web: www.europanostra.org  

8. Life Long Learning , 2007 - 2013  

 

The Programme for EU Action in the Field of Lifelong 

Learning (the Lifelong  Learning Programme ð LLP) 

aims to contribute through lifelong learning to the  

development of the EU as an advanced knowledge 

society, with sustainable economic  development, 

more and better jobs and greater social co hesion. In 

particular, it aims to  foster interchange, co - operation 

and mobility between education and training 

institutions  and systems within the EU so that they 

may become a world quality reference. In this  way, it 

addresses the modernisation and adaptat ion of 

education and training systems in  the participating 

countries, particularly in the context of the goals set 

out in the EU 2020  Strategy,  and brings European 

added value directly to individual citizens 

participating in  
its mobility and other co -opera tion actions.  
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participating in its mobility and other co - operation 

actions. The LLP runs for seven years (2007 - 2013). 

The total budget for this period is EUR 6.970 million.  

Currently, eligible organisations can apply for the call 

Implementation of the European strategic objectives 

in education and training (ôET 2020õ) (stakeholder 

cooperation, experimentation and innovation).  

The general objecti ve of the call for proposals is  to 

encourage European policy cooperation to support ñ 

through ôET 2020õ ñ countriesõ efforts to meet the 

objectives of ôEurope 2020õ, as reflected in the 2013 

Annual Growth Survey and the Ret hinking Education 

Communication, notably: developing skills for growth 

and competitiveness, strengthening youth 

employability and reducing early school leaving 

levels, in a context that prioritises efficient 

investment in education and training, by:  

ü suppo rting awareness - raising and 

institutional commitment, coordination and 

partnership with all stakeholders to promote, 

in particular, skills for growth and 

competitiveness and youth employability (part 

A),  

ü supporting the development, testing and 

evaluation,  by means of field trials, of 

innovative policy solutions to reduce early 

school leaving (part B).  

The call also provides opportunities for ministries 

and stakeholders to test ñ in real life situations ñ 

the implementation of innovative policies (policy 

experimentations) addressing European goals.  

Applications for funding may only be made by 

transnational partnerships of national or regional 

ministries in charge of the development and 

implementation of education and training and 

lifelong learning policies , or other organisations 

designated by such ministries to reply to the call.  
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The partnerships must be compos ed of at least five 

organisations involving three or more eligible 

countries. At least one partner per country must be a 

national or regional ministry in charge of the 

development and implementation of education and 

training and lifelong learning policies or another 

organisation designated by such ministry to reply to 

the call, and at least one partner must be an 

evaluation body. Partnerships should also include 

other relevant stakeholders, as appropriate.  

The activities to be financed under Part A of the c all 

include:  

ü awareness - raising activities stimulating 

national debates and dialogue linked to the 

implementation of the four strategic 

objectives of ôET 2020õ to support the ôEurope 

2020õ strategy,  

ü establishment of stakeholder fora on national 

lifelong l earning strategies to combat youth 

unemployment and to promote growth,  

ü dissemination and awareness - raising 

activities under ôET 2020õ to enhance learning 

opportunities through alternative pathways,  

ü  follow - up actions at national level by linking 

the result s of the open method of 

coordination to existing national 

programmes.  

The activities to be financed under Part B of the call 

include:  

ü development, testing and evaluation of 

innovative policy solutions to reduce early 

school leaving, by means of field tri als carried 

out through transnational partnerships,  

ü joint design and testing of innovative policy 

actions involving a sufficiently high number 

of educational establishments,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ü analysis, from a policy point of view, of the 

effectiveness, efficiency and conditions for 

scalability of policy experimentation results 

and for transnational transfer of good 

practices,  

ü systematic dissemination at national and 

European level; facilitating transferability 

between different education and training 

systems and policies.  

The mandatory duration of projects is 12 months for 

part A and 36 months for part B. No applications will 

be accepted for projects scheduled to run for a 

different period than that specified in this call for 

proposals.  

The total budget earmarked for the co - financing of 

projects amounts to EUR 4 million. Financial 

contribution from the European Union cannot exceed 

75 % of the total eligible costs. The maximum grant 

per project will be EUR 120 000 for part A and EUR 

800 000 for part B. The Agency intends to allocate 

the amount available according to the following 

indicative proportion: EUR 1 200 000 for part A and 

EUR 2 800 000 for part B. However, the final 

allocation depends on the number and quality of the 

proposals received for parts A and B. The Agency 

reserves the right not to distribute all the funds 

available.  

Only applications submitted on the correct form, duly 

completed, dated, showing a balanced budget 

(revenue/expenditure), submitted online (original) 

and signed by the person authorised to enter into 

legally binding commitments on behalf of the 

applicant organisation will be accepted.  

Deadline for submiss ion : 16 September  2013   

Additional information :  

http :// eacea.ec.europa .eu/ llp / funding /2013/ call _ece

t_2013_ en.php  
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9. Award for border/cross - border regions  

 (AEBR ôSail of Papenburgõ 2013) 

 

Since the AEBR General Assembly and Annual 

Conference 2002 in Papenburg/Groningen, the Ems 

Dollart Region (EDR ) endows the AEBR 'Sail of 

Papenburg' Cross - Border Award.  

This award honours and motivates: it honours 

outstanding programmes, strategies, projects and 

actions within the scope of cross - border cooperation 

that preferably can be seen as exemplary. At the 

same time it motivates border and cross - border 

regions to contribute actively to a better 

understanding and better relations at the borders 

between the nations throughout Europe. Honoured 

are outstanding achievements in and / or by a border 

and cross - border  region  (subnational entities). In 

principle only organisations aiming to boost direct 

neighbourly  cooperation along a national border are 

eligible for the award. They include in particular  

institutionalised cross - border associations (eg. 

Euroregions and s imilar structures).  Membership in 

the European Union or AEBR is not required.  

Although the Sail of Papenburg is above all a prestige 

award, in exceptional circumstances prize money 

may be granted to financially support efforts made 

by a particular region.  

An independent panel appointed by the AEBR 

Executive Committee for a three - year period 

assesses the submitted proposals. The winner of the 

AEBR Cross- Border Award is decided by majority 

decision.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The award ceremony usually takes place each ye ar 

during the AEBR Annual Conference/General 

Assembly. The laureate is informed prior to the 

General Assembly/Annual Conference.  

Applicants may submit cross - border projects 

(individual and packages), measur es and /or  also 

overall achievements /efforts (prog rammes/ 

strategies) in a border or cross - borderregion.  

The specific guidelines for every year (motto, 

individual project or programme/strategy etc.)  are 

settled by the AEBR. The motto for the year 2013 is: 

òUrban and Rural Integrated Areas ð Cross- border 

Challenges and Chances.ó 

The achievement winning the award should be so 

convincing that others are induced to  imitate it. The 

practical feasibility and application of model 

solutions should therefore be  paramount.  

Individual or joint achievements that are i nnovative in 

their approach and exceptionally  effective are given 

particular consideration.  When evaluating 

achievements (in accordance to the respective guide -

lines), the quality of  the individual measures 

implement ed as well as some projects and / or a 

pro gramme /a  strategy are taken into account. At the 

same time, cross - border cooperation in particular  

contexts (specific diffic ulties, etc.) and supraregio -

nal/ European significance is also taken  into account. 

What will be decisive is also the added value (e. g. 

cross - border, European  etc.).  

Deadline for submission : 20 September  2013   

Additional information :  

Association of European Border Regions (AEBR)  

- Secretariat General -  

Enscheder Str. 362 , D- 48599 Gronau  

E- mail:  info@aebr.eu  
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1. EGTC AMPHICTYONY 

Promotion of Integration in the Planning 

and Provision of Social Services  

(Life Long Learning - Leonardo Da Vinci»)  

 
Social public services still represent an important 

part of social welfare syste m in EU. These services 

are often delivered at the local level, as local 

institutions are thought of being in position of 

having more specific knowledge of local conditions 

and, therefore, can respond more directly to local 

needs.  

PRISSM is a two year Tran sfer of Innovation European 

funded project, based on CARMEN results, aiming to 

answer to the needs of staff working in Local 

Authorities for integrating social serv ices. The 2бyear 

Prissm project will finish in September 2014.  

It has been acknowledged that for the 

implementation of integration it is crucial social 

services to be changed to learning organizations and 

staff employees to acquire the necessary skills and  

knowledge, in order integration functioning to be 

accomplished. These skills are mainly managerial 

and administrative with a strong emphasis on 

cooperation and coordination.   

 

 

 

 

The projectõs core activities  involve:  

ü Conventional vocational training in 

integration for staff employees of   the 

participating municipalities in the project.  

ü Pilot implementation of this integrated 

system .  

ü Distant - learning courses for local 

authoritiesõ employees throughout 

Europe.  

ü Issue of an Implementation Guide on this 

system .  

This Consortium has a strong local 

administration component, since it is consisted of 

a private consulting agency for Local 

Adm inistration bodies  (˼˼̊˸˸), two municipal 

authorities in Greece and Lithuania, one legal 

entity constituting the first digital c ity in Greece 

(e-  Trikala) and the European Grouping of 

Territorial Cooperation AMPHICTYONY . In the 

Consortium are also taking part a French 

University with expertise on Local Government 

and a Health and Social Care trust that has been 

offering integrated services for many years.  

̡̧̛̝̦̥̫̥̦̇̕:  

HELLINIC AGENCY FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 

AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT S.A. 

Contact Person Mrs V. Bellou   

Tel :  213 132 0671  

Web: www.prissm - eu.com  

-˼ mail: prissm@eetaa.gr , vbel@eetaa.gr  
 

 

 

http://www.prissm-eu.com/index.php/en/about-this-project/14-about/17-carmen
http://www.prissm-eu.com/index.php/en/about-this-project/22-category-all/32-core-activities
http://www.prissm-eu.com/
mailto:prissm@eetaa.gr
mailto:vbel@eetaa.gr
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2. Municipality of Agioi Anargyroi -

Kamatero : 

Multilingualism in Urban Spaces  

(Life Long Learning , 2007 - 2013)  

 

The Municipality of Agioi Anargyroi - Kamatero , 

within the framework of the project titled  

«Languages in Urban Communities ð Integration and 

Diversity for Europe (LUCIDE)» organized a  

workshop on 23 May 2013 at its premises  under the 

theme Multilingualism in Urban Spaces.  

LUCIDE is a network which is developing ideas about 

how to manage mult ilingual citizen communities. We 

are building up a picture of how communication 

occurs in multilingual settings across the EU and 

beyond. We aim to help institutions (councils, 

schools, hospitals) and local and national economies 

make better productive use  of diversity as an 

economic resource and to strengthen social 

cohesion by fostering better communication and 

mutual understanding. We also want to understand 

better how the cultural richness of these new cities 

can strengthen the òdiverse unity òof the 21st 

century.  

The workshop was coordinated by a working group 

consisted of the municpalityõs from the Social 

Service and Planning Office employees.  

The participants were mostly representatives of the 

members - cities of the network LUCIDE (Hamburg, 

Rome, Londo n, Sofia) who made presentations about 

the challenges, the problems and the best practices 

from a research conducted in urban multilingual 

spaces.  

 

 

In concrete terms , LUCIDE is undertaking 

research, running seminars and workshops and 

developing guidelines for  multilingual cities 

relating to:  

ü Education  -  language learning and 

language support  

ü The public sphere  -  how the city supports 

democratic engagement  

ü Economic life  ð the benefits of 

multiling ualism and the requirements  

ü The private sphere  ð how people behave 

and interrelate and celebrate  

ü The urban space  ð the appearance and 

sounds of the city  

In 2014 a major publication and international 

conference at LSE are planned.  

The LUCIDE partnership  includes 16 partners (14 

from Europe and 2 Third Country partners) 

already active in the domain of multilingualism 

within urban contexts, at both University and City 

level, and in a range of city types. It  includes 

cities which have long traditions of 

multilingualism as well as those for whom this is 

relatively new.  It is supported by many associate 

partners , including major associati ons and city 

authorities.  

 ̡̧̛̝̦̥̫̥̦̇̕:  

Municipality of Agioi Anargyroi - Kamatero  

Programming and Planning Office  

Leof. Dimokratias 61   

135 61 Agioi Anargyroi  

Tel .: (0030) 213 - 2023681,  

Fax: (0030) 210 - 2611683,  

Web: www.agan.gov.gr     
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The Programme actions aim to:  

ü Improve the response procedures for natural 

hazards and disasters.  

ü Improve the efficiency of action plans of the 

local authorities.  

ü Upgrade and improve the existing 

cooperation (for earthquakes - fires etc) 

between the two coun tries.  

ü Exchange of methods and resources between 

the experts of both countries and all the 

collaborators towards a more efficient action 

plan in case of natural hazards/disasters.  

ü Activation by specific planning of the 

volunteer teams and of the general pu blic 

which is imperative in emergency situations.  

ü Increase the sense of security through these 

actions to the residents of the collaborative 

areas.  

ü Skill acquisition by specific actions and 

seminars aiming at preparing the residents of 

these areas to face effectively various 

emergencies.  

ü Creation of new job positions during and 

after the project.  

ü Prevention - reduction and effective response 

and management of natural disasters  

ü Development and strengthening the 

administrative ti es between the local 

authoritie s.  

The project is co - financed by 80% by the European 

Fund for Peripheral Development and will be in 

effect until October 2013.  

Additional Information:  

Municpality of Heraklion  

Tel: 2813409178 & 2813409411  

Web: http://www.interreg.gr/en/programmes/bila -
ter al- cooperation - programmes/greece - cyprus.html  
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3. Municipality of Heraklion : 

Prevention and management  

of natural hazards  

(Cross- Border Cooperation Programme 

Greece- Cyprus , 2007 - 2013)  

 

The Municipality of Heraklion recently organised  a 

conference over the  prevention and the protection 

from natural hazards within the framework of  the 

project titled  Prevention and management of natural 

hazards in the areas of Heraklion - Crete, Prefect of 

Samos, Municipality of Aradippou and Paphos 

District, funded by the Cr oss- Border Cooperation 

Greece- Cyprus 2007 - 2013 programme.  

The project is a single set of actions that effectively 

addresses the prevention and management of 

natural hazards in the sense that it gives the chance 

to the collaborative partners to utilize each  otherõs 

expertise. Also it will develop procedures and tools 

to this extent and aid in the design of a plan for 

prevention, management and coordination in such 

situations. The programme strengthens and 

expands the cooperation between the two countries, 

develops and encourages the volunteer work and 

promotes the active participation of the local people.  

The project has a total budget of Ἃ800.000 and is 

implemented in the context of Business Programme 

of Cross - Border Cooperation Greece - Cyprus 2007 -

2013 ð Priority sector 2: òNatural and cultural 

environmentó. The partnership scheme is composed 

by:  

¶ Municipal ity of Heraklion as Lead Partner.  

¶ Samos island district  

¶ Aradippou Municipality  

¶ Paphos Development Co. - Aphrodite Ltd  
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 It is applied where users of the buildings or 

facilities are different do not pay energy invoices. A 

good example are schools, tea cher s, students, 

caretakers,  are the users of the building while the 

Town Council who pays fort he energy invoices. 

Everybody wins with 50/50 : 50% of the economic 

savings due to less energy consumption go to the 

school, so it has some budget to spend in whatev er 

they think is the best; the remaining savings (50%) 

go to the managers (Town Council ususally) so they 

reduce their energy costs, last but not least, 

everybody wins since less eenrgy consumption 

means less GHG emitted to the atmosphere.  

The great succes s of the project has been also 

recognized with its continuity: Euronet 50/50 max. 

This new project aims to reach 500 schools and 48 

buildings or facilities of different uses. Euronet 

50/50 max is an Intelligent Energy Project (2012 

call)   with a budget ove r 1.5MἋ. There are 16 

partners from 13 countries.  

 

Additional Information:  

Region of Crete  

Department of Environment and Spatial Planning  

Tel: 28134 10118  

 

4. Region of Crete : 

Euronet  50/50  

(̢̢̦̱̙̦̗̗̇-̡̨̗̟̥̇̕ ̙̟̗ ̩̝̣ 

˸̨̣̩̗̙̮̣̟̩̟̠̱̩̝̩̗ ̠̗̟ ̩̝̣ 

̢̗̟̣̥̩̥̗́̕-˼̧̪̫̪̔ ˼̛̣̦̙̟̗̓-  

˼̪̦̳Ù̝) 
 

The Region of Crete was awarded the first Green 

Prize for saving energy at schools. It was the only 

Region in Greece that participated in the European 

Project Euronet 50/50 - Saving energy at schools.  

The prize award of the European C ompetition for 

Sustainable Energy 2013 was held in Brussels, with a 

special ceremony, in the presence of the European 

Commissioner for Energy Gunther H. Oettinger and 

other officials of the European Union.  

In the project, 58 schools from all around Europe 

participated. From Greece, the Region of Crete: 2nd 

High School of Archanes, 40th Elementary School of 

Heraklion, 3rd and 10th High School of Heraklion, 

were among the participants.  

The Region of Crete continues with the participation 

in the new project Eu ronet 50/50 max, in which a 

total of 13 European countries, Greece included, aim 

at saving energy at 100 schools, as well as six 

additional municipal buildings in Crete, through the 

change of usersõ daily behavior. 

Euronet 50/50  has been deployed along 3 y ears 

(2009 - 2012) with the aim of saving energy, 

reducing GHG emissions and fighting climate change 

in the schools all around Europe by appliying the 

50/50 methodology. 50/50 concept is a win - win 

scheme, it introduces an economic incentive to the 

good pract ices on saving energy.  
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