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Message by the Minister of Interior Mr. Tassos Giannitsis   on the International Migrants Day
The international scene nowadays is dominated by global inequality, economic misery political and other forms of violence which push people into migration. Many people get rich by exploiting migrants, often in ways that lead up to their physical extermination.   
Our country, because of the prosperity experienced a few years ago and because of its geographical position became an area which has always attracted large numbers of immigrants from 1990 onwards as it also happened in the past. Immigrants who enter our country either in order to work in harsh conditions or in order to travel to other European countries are entitled to protection of their human rights, regardless of nationality, color, sex or religion, and respect for human dignity in a society that prides itself on its history, civilization and democracy, which go back in time for thousands of years. Those who have the right to work have also the right to social and labor protection as any other worker. They all have, of course, the obligation to obey the law, show respect for institutions and the values of the host society as well as the national and European   regulations stipulating who, in which way and when can enter the national territory and the European space.
Over the last 20 years of intense migration flows into the country, thousands of immigrants contributed to the development, the competitiveness of enterprises, the provision of jobs even for Greek workers, the elderly care, the childcare, the care for disabled people, the revenue growth of the pension funds, the agricultural production as well as to investments at comparatively low costs, private and public works, and services. The country owes much to them and they owe much to the country. The country owes them respect as individuals, as workers, as family units, and they owe respect to the country and the citizens. 
It is well known that there is an important chaotic and lawless flow of immigrants which is becoming an increasing source of problematic phenomena and tension. The country has become a crossroads of illegal movements and networks exploiting misery and lawlessness. The lawlessness that characterizes many realities should neither lead to limited rule of law capabilities nor create uncontrollable reactions where the intervention of the rule of law remains objectively difficult.  
Today, among the legal immigrants many are children who were born, grew up and studied in Greece. Many of them   became active participants in the Greek society, have endorsed values, symbols, goals, perceptions similar or close to ours.  At various stages in our history, instead of trying to understand the opportunities we had, we followed divisive practices for which we paid, and still pay, the price. Foreign immigrants are like the Greek emigrants who left for USA, Australia, Germany and Belgium. 
The immigrants we have received in our country must be ensured the same protection and rights as those we passionately demanded for our brothers and sisters who left to work abroad.      
The crisis experienced by the country is making the situation even more difficult, more complex, and more confrontational.  The values of democracy, humanity and civilization which have always been embraced by the Greek society must not follow the fluctuations of the crisis. The Ministry of Interior welcomes the International Migrants Day, looks to the smooth integration of immigrants received by our host society and seeks to improve the institutional framework to prevent exploitation, safeguard rights and facilitate procedures on issues related to the immigrants and their children. Today through the European Integration Fund financial support is provided for celebrating the day in Athens, Volos and Thessaloniki, with the participation for the first time of the newly established Councils on Immigrant Integration created under the “Kallikratis” project.    
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